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Bird diary 1 

Day Date  

Bird name Number 

Day Date  

Bird name Number 
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Bird diary 2 

Day Date  

Bird name Number 

Day Date  

Bird name Number 
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Bird diary 3 

Day Date  

Bird name Number 

Day Date  

Bird name Number 
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Bird diary 4 

Day Date  

Bird name Number 

Day Date  

Bird name Number 
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Bird facts I know 

What is a bird? Beaks 

Wings Feet 

Chicks  Tails

Male and female  Eyes

Read each heading. Use words or phrases to print 
facts you know about birds. You can draw pictures too! 
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Feathery words 

 f a w p u g d  i n o 

e  t r  l m y b b  s e 

Whooo! Hoo! I’m Professor Owl. 
I’ll help you learn about my 
feathery friends. 
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/ir/ puzzle 1 

birthday

shirt 

circus 

circle 
thirty 
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/ir/ puzzle 2 

girl 

bird 

sti
r 
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Birds I know 

My favourite bird is a 

because 

I’m Pim and I’m a parrot.  
How many bird types do you know? 
Print as many as you can on this page. 

parrotparrotparrotparrotparrot     
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Close up on words 

Spelling words Sounds I hear 

feather 
plumage 
predator 
prey 
webbed 
talons 
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Crisscross 

1

2

3 4
ACROSS 

1. a round shape
5

3. day you were born

5. a top you wear
6 7

7. spin around

8. comes after second
8 9

10. win a race

10

DOWN 
1. 2.a bird noise opposite of clean
4. number after twelve 5. a girl might wear a __________
6. wriggle 9. soil

Can you solve this puzzle?  
All the answers are /ir/ words. 
Read the clues and print the letters into each 
square. Good luck! 
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Information check 

Which chicks are covered with down? 

Print six words that describe bird beaks. 

Why do birds have their eyes in different places 
on their heads?      

Which birds are brightly coloured? 

Print six words that describe bird feet. 

Read carefully. 
Use the book to help you find the answers. 
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Labelling bird bits 

Label the parts of the duck. Use the words below to help you. 

  beak wings  webbed feet neck tail feathers eye 

Label this parrot diagram.  
Use your book and the duck labels to help you.
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Adding to verbs 

A   quacks ______________.

An  ___. runs _____________

A  ___. waddles ___________

A  ___. eats _____________

A  __. hatches ____________

A  __. floats ____________

A  __. chirps ____________

A  _____. laughs _________

A  _. swoops _____________

A  ___. fishes _____________

A  _. dives ______________

I hoot loudly. I fly silently. 
Do you like my adverbs?  
Print an adverb to describe each verb. 
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Did you know that … 

Black swans are one of Australia’s 
largest water birds. 

The pelican’s bill is made from 
loose skin that expands when it 
scoops up fish. 

In summer, budgerigars fly to bush 
areas near the coast to breed. 

Barn owls have very soft feathers. 
They make almost no sound when 
they swoop down to catch their prey. 

Farmers used to think that eagles 
killed young lambs but now we know 
they rarely do this. 

Print your interesting fact about birds.

Here are some fun facts about birds. 
I wonder if you already know them? 
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Three thrushes 

thr ___ ____thr th__ t  
Three thrushes were thrilled to fly over 
Thrace. They flew through a tunnel and 
their wings thrummed in the air.  

One thrush had bright red feathers at his 
throat. Another thrush threw himself into 
thrilling dives as he flew along. The third 
thrush flew through the bushes looking for 
thrips to eat. 

The her   queen of Thrace sat on  throne 
watching the thrushes. Her heathree rt 
throbbed  when she heard them thrum 
through the air. Her guests had arrived! 
Who were the queen’s guests? 

Draw a picture to illustrate one part of the writing. 
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Design-a-  bird

head beak  

eyes neck  

body wings  

legs feet  
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Feathery facts 

A bird has four different types of 
feathers. There are the soft downy 
feathers that keep the bird warm. 
The birds fluff up these feathers 
when the weather is cool and they 
trap warm air against their bodies. 
The body feathers are waterproof 
and overlap to protect the bird from 
the weather.  
Tail feathers are arranged in a fan 
shape for steering and keeping 
balance. 

The strongest feathers are the wing feathers. 

hollow shaft  vane 

afterfeathers rachis barbs   

Birds’ bones are hollow and full of air.  
This makes the birds light enough to fly. 

These feathery facts will get you thinking! 
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Feathery friends sentences 

The male peacock’s ___________ is more beautiful than the female’s. 

If a penguin is threatened by a in a zig _____________ it swims 
zag pattern . to escape

_____________ are very sharp claws that birds use to tear food. 

I found a ________________ that had fallen from an eagle’s tail. 

Water birds have _____________ feet to help them swim. 

Some birds catch their _____________ using their long beaks. 



Feathery friends  Exploring words – 5 Day 

© Department of Education Western Australia 2017 (Modified 2020) – ECEENGLISHYR1Set11 

22

Tongue twisters 

thrickle

throzzie

thrab

Draw a picture to match one of your tongue twisters. 
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What do birds eat? 

Birds eat 

Growing bird seed 

Planting   seeds Grow check 1

Grow check 2 Grow check 3  
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Reflection 
Please complete this reflection to assist with assessment of the student’s skills and 
performance on Days 1 – 5. 
The student is not expected to complete the majority of the activities independently. 
Ticking the ‘Some help’ or ‘Lots of help’ columns does not indicate that the student is 
working below expected levels. Please add additional comments if required. 
Please return with the completed set. 

The student can No 
help 

Some 
help 

Lots of 
help Comments 

use known spelling strategies to 
spell unknown words 

identify and use the digraph /ir/ 

record information in a table 

record personal knowledge as 
phrases 

read and respond to questions in 
an online format 

contribute ideas on a given topic 

use word meanings to solve a 
puzzle 

identify parts of spelling words, eg 
blends, digraphs, suffixes 

identify syllables in words 

identify a book as fiction or 
information 

demonstrate known reading 
strategies when reading aloud 

compare written and read facts 

demonstrate known 
comprehension strategies 

present information as a labelled 
diagram 

record comparisons of two images 
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The student can No 
help 

Some 
help 

Lots of 
help 

Comments 

record bird sounds using 
electronic equipment 

explore and use adverbs 

locate key information in a text 

locate and discuss key 
information online 

present located information in a 
different format 

record information using labelled 
drawings 

identify and use the trigraph /thr/ 

use information in a text to explain 
a life cycle 

select appropriate recycled 
materials to create a model 

use a model as a prop, speak 
clearly and logically in a video 
presentation 

set up a simple experiment and 
record observations as diagrams 

correctly print spelling words to 
complete sentences 

make tongue twisters using /thr/ 

use known and located 
information to design and draw an 
imaginary bird 

Other comments 
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A bird pudding  1 

What I need 

mixing bowl spoons 
¾ cup measure 200 ml empty 

yoghurt tub 

saucepan or 
microwave safe 

bowl 
80 cm of string scissors 

½ cup lard or 
dripping 

1 dessertspoon 
oats 

1 dessertspoon 
breadcrumbs ¾ cup  bird seed

1 teaspoon 
dried fruit 

What I do 

1. Make a hole in the centre of the
base of the yoghurt tub.

2. Double the string and thread the
loop end through the base.
Pull it through until about 10cm
hangs out the bottom.

3. 4. PourMelt the lard.  the dry ingredients into the
bowl and mix them together.
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A bird pudding  2 

5. Pour the lard into the dry
ingredients.

Stir until the mixture sticks
together.

6. Fill the yoghurt tub with the
mixture.
Hold the string straight and pack
the mixture firmly into the tub.

7. Place the bird pudding into the
fridge overnight  to set.

8. Cut the yoghurt tub off the bird
pudding.
Tie a large knot in the string at the
base of the bird pudding.

9. Roll the pudding in bird pudding in a tree. seed. 10. Hang the bird 

Wait quietly to see if any birds find the bird pudding and eat from it. 
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Bird words 

 a c e e e e f 
 f g i i i i k 

l l l l l l l
 n n q q s s s 

t t t t u u w 
y y y y y y 



Feathery friends  Fun with print – Day 6 

© Department of Education Western Australia 2017 (Modified 2020) – ECEENGLISHYR1Set11 

29

It’s my bird 

My bird moves by 

My bird eats 

My bird’s sounds are 

My bird lives 

My bird’s enemies are 

An interesting fact about my bird is 
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Working together 

q + u = 
Match each /qu/ word with its partner using different coloured lines. 

 qu   sting een

question ? eggs  

 equator   king

 quail  Rottnest Island

 quiche   meat

mosquito   answer

 qu     okka duck

barbeque  fish  

 quack shaking  

earthquake  map

a  bird  quarium
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Bird families 

d  uck drake o  wl

duck 

duckling 

turkey  eagle

goose ea p fowl peacock 

crane  swan

puffin  dove
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Feed the birds 1 

Aim 
To make a bird feeder 

What I need 

string scissors 
bird seed 

milk carton 

What I have to do 
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Feed the birds 2 
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Observing birds 

Bird Bird Bird Bird Bird      nnnnnameameameameame colour colour colour colour colour beakbeakbeakbeakbeak     feetfeetfeetfeetfeet     noise noise noise noise noise 
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Bird moves 

 Ducks .in the long grass  

 Pelicans . with a splash

 Owls . on black mice

 Eagles above their prey. 

 P  . enguins across the ice

Blue wrens from tree to tree. 

 P  .arrots wings as they pass  

 Seagulls above the sea. 

 Swans by on a sunny day. 

 Chickens . and eat their mash

Emus and fast too. 

Birds move in many ways, that’s true! 

shuffle  run swoop hover flap  dive

waddle  soar   scratchflit walk  glide 
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How to make a … 

Aim: 

What is needed: 

What to do: 



Feather friends Exploring words – 8Day  

© Department of Education Western Australia 2017 (Modified 2020) – ECEENGLISHYR1Set11 

37

Spelling tricks 

Bird wordBird wordBird wordBird wordBird word     SyllableSyllableSyllableSyllableSyllablesssss     BlenBlenBlenBlenBlends, digrds, digrds, digrds, digrds, digraphsaphsaphsaphsaphs     SoundSoundSoundSoundSound it it it it it     

swiftly 

quietly 

quickly 

silently 

safely 

gently 
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Wormy words 



Feathery friends  Exploring words – 9 Day 

© Department of Education Western Australia 2017 (Modified 2020) – ECEENGLISHYR1Set11 

39

Bird words game 

Who will feed the hungry birds? 
Take turns to roll the die and move your 
counter along the track.  
Read, cover and spell the word you land 
on. spellMiss a turn if you can’t  the word. 
Follow any instructions on the track. 
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Into Alice’s bird garden 

Why was Alice’s garden quiet? 

Alice’s cat scared the birds away. 

It was winter. 

Hardly any birds visited her garden. 

What did Alice decide to do? 

Alice decided to visit her friend’s garden. 

Alice decided to make a bird garden 

Alice decided to help her mum. 

Who helped Alice make the bird garden? 

Dad and Mum. 

Dad, Mum and Nan. 

she did it herself. 

Draw a picture of Alice’s finished bird garden. 

Shade the bubble that matches 
each correct answer.   
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/ir/ or /or/? 

/ir/?  /or/? /ir/?  /or/? /ir/?  /or/? /ir/?  /or/? /ir/?  /or/? 
My try  Answer

13

These are two different digraphs that say /er/. 
Which one will you use in each word? 
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Beaut birds 
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Opposite pairs 

noisy adult hard 

head quiet   baby

duck  tail asleep

under drake awake 

male autumn over 

safe female spring 

 up  dangerouswinter  

open down  summer 

soft sharp  closed 

deep shallow  blunt 
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Professor Owl biscuits 1 

Utensils: 

mixing bowl spoons 1 cup measure sharp knife 

sieve, sifter small bowl fork baking tray 

Ingredients: 

2 cups self 
raising  flour

½ teaspoon 
 cinnamon 1 apple 

3 tablespoons 
butter 

2 tablespoons 
sugar 1 egg milk 

decoration 

Procedure 

1. Sift the flour and cinnamon into
the bowl

2. Cut the butter into small pieces.
Place in  the pieces to the bowl.

3. Rub the butter into the flour
using the tips of your fingers,
until it looks like breadcrumbs.

4. Chop the apple into small
pieces.
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Professor Owl biscuits 2 

5. Add the apple and sugar to the
mixture.
Stir the ingredients together.

6. Break the egg into the small
bowl and stir it with the fork.
Pour the egg into the mixture
and stir.

7. Add some milk and stir to make
the mixture stick together.

8. Lift out tablespoons of mixture.
Shape into an owl shapes.
Place on the baking tray.

9. Add decorations to make owl
faces, eg cherries for eyes and an
almond for a beak.

10. Bake the biscuits in the oven  at
180º C for 15 minutes.

11. Let the owls cool.
Place a sultana in the middle of
each cherry.

12. Play the Beaut birds game while
you share the biscuits..
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Using bird words 

The The owl flew  __________ through the night. 
breeze blew __________ on his feathers. A little 
black mouse ran __________ across the grass. The 
owl saw the mouse and __________ swooped 
towards it. He was too late.   

The mouse had __________ slipped into a tunnel. 

He was __________ inside his house.   
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Reflection 
Please complete this reflection to assist with assessment of the student’s skills and 
performance on Days 6 – 10. 
The student is not expected to complete the majority of the activities independently. 
Ticking the ‘Some help’ or ‘Lots of help’ columns does not indicate that the student is 
working below expected levels. Please add additional comments if required. 
Please return with the completed set. 

The student can No 
help 

Some 
help 

Lots of 
help Comments 

record observations as labelled 
diagrams 

use known spelling strategies to 
spell unknown words 

read and spell  using the digraph 
/  qu quack/ 

complete sentences to create a 
description 

use title and pictures to predict 
story content 

identify key events in a story 

follow a procedure 

record information in a table 

locate and record information from 
online and print resources 

draw a story map based on 
identified key events in a text 

retell the story using the story 
map 

independently follow a procedure 

read unknown words and us them 
to complete sentences 

identify parts of spelling words, eg 
blends, digraphs, suffixes 
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The student can No 
help 

Some 
help 

Lots of 
help 

Comments 

read and spell  using the digraph 
/  or/ worm

select and use materials and 
equipment to safely make a model 

draw and label a diagram 

write a procedure using the 
recognised structure 

sequence lines to make a poem 

speak clearly to present a poem 
reading as a video recording 

select /ir/ or /or/ to spell words 

read a known text, demonstrating 
fluency and expression 

use comprehension strategies to 
independently complete a task 
based on a text 

write a simple persuasive text 
using the basic structure 

write a recount, including the 
accepted information 

correctly spell learned words to 
complete a story 

read and match opposite pairs 

represent collected data in a 
different format 

follow a procedure and respond to 
related questions 

give oral descriptions. 

Other comments 
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Set return checklist 
 Day  Items to return Check 

1 Feathery words – photographs 

/ir/ puzzle – photograph 

2  Bird facts I know

Crisscross 

Bird bits 

Information check 

Same and different – student writing 

3 Adding to verbs 

Words in sentences – student writing 

Did you know that … 

Birds in the zoo student writing–  

4 Where do birds live? student writing/drawing–  

Add information – photographs 

Life cycle – on camera video recording 

5 Feathery friends sentences 

Three thrushes 

Tongue twisters 

Reflection Days 1 – 5 

6 Label the bird 

It’s my bird! 

7 Hand the bird pudding – photograph 

Back in Alice’s bird garden – video recording 

Feed the birds – photograph 

Observing birds 
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8  Spelling tricks

Wormy words – photograph 

Bird bath – photographs 

Bird bath labelled diagram–  

How to make a – student writing 

9 Bird moves video recording–  

/ir/ or /or/? 

What do birds eat? 

Reading Alice’s bird garden video recording–  

Into Alice’s bird garden 

Queen of the birds student writing–  

My new bird – photograph of student drawing 

10 Feathery friends news – student writing 

Using bird words 

Bird diary data – student writing 

Bird diary – photographs 

Professor Owl biscuits – photograph 

Reflection Days 6 –  10

Set plan 
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Overview 

Year 1 Set 11: Feathery friends 

Western Australian Curriculum 

Early Childhood English 

Content strands 

Language 

Literature 

Literacy 

Content Descriptions 

L  anguage

Language variation and change 

Understand that people use different systems of communication to cater to different needs 
and purposes and that many people may use sign systems to communicate with others 
(ACELA1443) 

Language for interaction 

Understand that language is used in combination with other means of communication, for 
example facial expressions and gestures to interact with others (ACELA1444) 

Understand that there are different ways of asking for information, making offers and giving 
commands (ACELA1446) 

Explore different ways of expressing emotions, including verbal, visual, body language and 
facial expressions (ACELA1787) 

Text structure and organisation 

Understand that the purposes texts serve shape their structure in predictable ways 
(ACELA1447) 

Understand patterns of repetition and contrast in simple texts (ACELA1448) 

Recognise that different types of punctuation, including full stops, question marks and 
exclamation marks, signal sentences that make statements, ask questions, express emotion 
or give commands (ACELA1449) 
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Understand concepts about print and screen, including how different types of texts are 
organised using page numbering, tables of content, headings and titles, navigation buttons, 
bars and links (ACELA1450) 

Expressing and developing ideas 

Identify the parts of a simple sentence that represent ‘What’s happening?’, ‘What state is 
being described?’, ‘Who or what is involved?’ and the surrounding circumstances 
(ACELA1451) 

Explore differences in words that represent people, places and things (nouns, including 
pronouns), happenings and states (verbs), qualities (adjectives) and details such as when, 
where and how (adverbs) (ACELA1452) 

Compare different kinds of images in narrative and informative texts and discuss how they 
contribute to meaning (ACELA1453) 

Understand the use of vocabulary in everyday contexts as well as a growing number of 
school contexts, including appropriate use of formal and informal terms of address in different 
contexts (ACELA1454) 

Phonics and word knowledge 

Manipulate phonemes in spoken words by addition, deletion and substitution of initial, medial 
and final phonemes to generate new words (ACELA1457) 

Use short vowels, common long vowels, consonant digraphs and consonant blends when 
writing, and blend these to read single syllable  words (ACELA1458) 

Understand that a letter can represent more than one sound and that a syllable must contain 
a vowel sound (ACELA1459) 

Understand how to spell one and two syllable words with common letter patterns 
(ACELA1778) 

Recognise and know how to use simple grammatical morphemes to create word families 
(ACELA1455) 

Use visual memory to read and write high frequency words - (ACELA1821) 

Segment consonant blends or clusters into separate phonemes at the beginnings and ends of 
one syllable words (ACELA1822) 
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Literature 

Literature and content 

Discuss how authors create characters using language and images (ACELT1581) 

Responding to literature 

Discuss characters and events in a range of literary texts and share personal responses to 
these texts, making connections with students' own experiences (ACELT1582) 

Express preferences for specific texts and authors and listen to the opinions of others 
(ACELT1583) 

Examining l  iterature

Discuss features of plot, character and setting in different types of literature and explore some 
features of characters in different texts (ACELT1584) 

Listen to, recite and perform poems, chants, rhymes and songs, imitating and inventing sound 
patterns including alliteration and rhyme (ACELT1585) 

Creating literature 

Recreate texts imaginatively using drawing, writing, performance and digital forms of 
communication (ACELT1586) 

Innovate on familiar texts by using similar characters, repetitive patterns or vocabulary 
(ACELT1832) 

Literacy 

Texts in context 

Respond to texts drawn from a range of cultures and experiences (ACELY1655) 

Interacting with others 

Engage in conversations and discussions, using active listening behaviours, showing interest, 
and contributing ideas, information and questions (ACELY1656) 

Use interaction skills including turn-taking, recognising the contributions of others, speaking 
clearly and using appropriate volume and pace (ACELY1788) 

Make short presentations using some introduced text structures and language, for example 
opening statements (ACELY1657) 

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating 

Describe some differences between imaginative and persuasive texts , informative 
(ACELY1658) 
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Read decodable and predictable texts using developing phrasing, fluency, contextual, 
semantic, grammatical and phonic knowledge and emerging text processing strategies, for 
example prediction, monitoring meaning and re-reading (ACELY1659) 

Use comprehension strategies to build literal and inferred meaning about key events, ideas 
and information in texts that they listen to, view and read by drawing on growing knowledge of 
context, text structures and language features (ACELY1660) 

Creating texts 

Create short imaginative and informative texts that show emerging use of appropriate text 
structure, sentence-level grammar, word choice, spelling, punctuation and appropriate 
multimodal elements, for example illustrations and diagrams (ACELY1661) 

Re-read student’s own texts and discuss possible changes to improve meaning, spelling and 
punctuation (ACELY1662) 

Write using unjoined lower case and upper case letters (ACELY1663) 

Construct texts that incorporate supporting images using software including word processing 
programs (ACELY1664) 



Feathery friends   Overview

© Department of Education Western Australia 2017 (Modified 2020) – 1ECEENGLISHYR Set11

5 

Early Childhood Science 

Content strands 

Science Understanding 

Science Inquiry Skills 

Science as a Human Endeavour 

Content Descriptions 

Science Understanding 

Biological Sciences 

Living things have a variety of external features (ACSSU017) 

Living things live in different places where their needs are met (ACSSU211) 

Chemical Sciences 

Everyday materials can be physically changed in a variety of ways (ACSSU018) 

Earth and Space Sciences 

Observable changes occur in the sky and landscape (ACSSU019) 

Physical Sciences 

Light and sound are produced by a range of sources and can be sensed (ACSSU020) 

Science as a Human Endeavour 

Nature and development of science 

Science involves observing, asking questions about, and describing changes in, objects and 
events (ACSHE021) 

Use and influence of science 

People use science in their daily lives, including when caring for their environment and living 
things (ACSHE022) 
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Science Inquiry Skills 

Questioning and Predicting 

Pose and respond to questions, and make predictions about familiar objects and events 
(ACSIS024) 

Planning and Conducting 

Participate in guided investigations to explore and answer questions (ACSIS025) 

Use informal measurements to collect and record observations, using digital technologies as 
appropriate (ACSIS026) 

Processing and Analysing Data and Information 

Use a range of methods to sort information, including drawings and provided tables through 
discussion, compare observations with predictions (ACSIS027) 

Communicating 

Represent and communicate observations and ideas in a variety of ways (ACSIS029) 

Evaluating 

Compare observations with those of others (ACSIS213) 
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Early Childhood: Humanities and Social Sciences 

Content strands 

Knowledge and Understanding 

Humanities and Social  Sciences skills

Content Descriptions 

Knowledge and Understanding – Geography 

Places have distinctive features 

The location of the equator and the northern and southern hemispheres, including the poles 
(ACHGK009) 

The natural, managed and constructed features of places, their location on a pictorial map, 
how they may change over time (e.g. erosion, revegetated areas, planted crops, new 
buildings) and how they can be cared for (ACHGK005) 

How weather (e.g. rainfall, temperature, sunshine, wind) and seasons vary between places, 
and the terms used to describe them (ACHGK006) 

The activities (e.g. retailing, recreational, farming, manufacturing, medical, policing, 
educational, religious) that take place in the local community which create its distinctive 
features (ACHGK007 

Knowledge and Understanding –  History

Present and past family life 

Differences in family sizes, structures and roles today (e.g. work outside the home, domestic 
chores, child care), and how these have changed or remained the same over time 
(ACHHK028) 

How the present, past and future are signified by terms indicating time (e.g. 'a long time ago'; 
'then and now'; 'now and then'; 'old and new'; 'tomorrow') as well as by dates and changes 
that may have personal significance (e.g. birthdays, holidays, celebrations, seasons) 
(ACHHK029) 

The differences and similarities between students' daily lives and life during their parents' and 
grandparents' childhoods (e.g. family traditions, leisure time, communications) and how daily 
lives have changed (ACHHK030) 
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Humanities and Social Sciences skills 

Questioning and researching 

Reflect on current understanding of a topic (e.g. think share, brainstorm)-pair-  

Pose questions about the familiar and unfamiliar 

Locate information from a variety of provided sources (e.g. books, television, people, images, 
plans, internet) 

Sort and record selected information and/or data (e.g. use graphic organisers, take keywords) 

Analysing 

Identify relevant information 

Process information and/or data collected (e.g. sequence information or events, categorise 
information, combine information from different sources) 

Explore points of view (e.g. understand that stories can be told from different perspectives) 

Represent collected information and/or data in to different formats (e.g. tables, maps, plans) 

Evaluating 

Draw conclusions based on information and/or data displayed in pictures, texts and maps 
(e.g. form categories, make generalisations based on patterns) 

Participate in decision making processes (e.g. engage in group discussions, make shared -
decisions, share views) 

Communicating and Reflecting 

Present findings in a range of communication forms, using relevant terms (e.g. written, oral, 
digital, role-  play, graphic)

Develop texts, including narratives, that describes an event or place 

Reflect on learning and respond to findings (e.g. discussing what they have learned) 
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Early Childhood: Design and Technologies 

Content strands 

Knowledge and Understanding 

Processes and production skills 

Content Descriptions 

Knowledge and Understanding 

Technologies and Society 

People produce familiar products and services to meet personal and community needs 
(ACTDEK001) 

Technologies Contexts 

Engineering principles and systems 

Ways products can be moved using technology (ACTDEK002) 

Food and fibre production 

Plants and animals used for production have basic needs, such as food/nutrients, water, 
space, protection (ACTDEK003) 

Materials and technologies specialisations 

Characteristics and behaviours of individual materials used in products (ACTDEK004) 

Processes and production skills 

Creating Solutions by: 

Investigating and Defining 

Explore opportunities for design 

Designing 

Develop and communicate design ideas through describing, drawing, modelling and/or a 
sequence of written or spoken steps 

Producing and implementing 

Use given components and equipment to safely make simple solutions 
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Evaluating 

Use personal preferences to evaluate the success of design processes 

Collaborating and managing 

Works with others, or independently, to safely create and share a sequence of steps for 
making a solution 
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General Capabilities and Cross Curriculum Priorities 

General capabilities 

Literacy 

Numeracy 

Information and communication technology (ICT) capability 

Critical and creative thinking 

Personal and social capability 

Ethical understanding 

Intercultural understanding 

Cross-  curriculum priorities

Sustainability 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures 

Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia 

This resource contains extracts from The Western Australian Curriculum Version . © School Curriculum 8.1

and Standards Authority. 

The unaltered and most up to date version of this material is located at http://wacurriculum.scsa.wa.edu.au/ 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
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Day Activity  Content focus

1 Listening and looking Listen to and observe birds, discuss features. 

 Feathery words  Use spelling skills to attempt to spell unknown words. 

 /ir/ in bird Explore all the /er/ digraphs, focus on /ir/ bird. 

 /ir/ puzzle Read words containing the /ir/ digraph. 

 Bird diary Make a diary, observe and record bird sightings.  

 Bird facts I know Use personal knowledge of the topic to complete a table. 

 Reading  Eggs Practise reading and comprehension strategies in an online format. 

 2  Birds I know Brainstorm bird names and use body to represent them. 

 Crisscross Solve a puzzle based on /ir/ digraph words. 

 Close up on words Explore theme words including syllables, blends and digraphs.  

 Bird bits Read a text using known strategies, oral comprehension, comparison. 

 Information check Comprehension based on an information text. 

 Labelling bird bits Use an information text to help label a diagram. 

 Same and different Compare two different birds and record findings. 

 Bird diary Observe and record bird sightings.  
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3 Morning bird sounds Observe and record bird sightings.  

 Adding to verbs Recognise and use adverbs. 

 Words in sentences Using theme words in  sentences. 

 Did you know that Practise reading strategies on unknown text, identify key facts. 

 Birds in the zoo Computer research, present information in a different format. 

4 Where do birds live? Look for, record and discuss bird homes 

 Roll and spell Use spelling strategies to learn theme words. 

 Three thrushes Recognise and use the /thr/ blend to read and write.  

 Read and share Discuss pictures and diagrams, read and share facts. 

 Bird life cycle Collect and use natural items to make models to represent a life cycle. 

 Add information Print notes to explain life cycle models.  

Life cycle on camera Use life cycle models and notes to make a video presentation.  
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5  What do birds eat? Locate facts in a text, set up and draw a simple  experiment. 

Feathery friends sentences Spell theme words independently to use in cloze activity.  

 Tongue twisters Read and spell /thr/ words to create tongue twisters.  

 Feathery facts Read unknown text, interpret a diagram. 

 Design-a-  bird Use known and researched facts to complete a table. 

 My new bird Draw an imaginary bird using recorded information. 

 Afternoon bird sounds Listen for, record and describe bird facts. 

6  Grow check 1 Make and record observations of a simple experiment. 

 Bird words Explore spelling words, focus on suffix /ly/  

 Working together Revise /qu/ quack 

 Label the bird Label parts of a student drawn diagram. 

 It’s my bird! Write sentence endings to describe the habits of an imaginary bird. 

 Alice’s bird garden Read an unknown text and identify key events. 

 A bird pudding Follow a procedure to make a seed bell. 
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7  Grow check 2 Explore limerick poems, count syllables, identify rhyming words. 

Hanging the bird pudding Follow instructions, observe and record bird sightings. 

 Bird shapes Create word pictures to practise spelling words. 

 Bird families Locate facts in text or onscreen and record in a table. 

 Back in Alice’s garden Draw a story map based on read information, record the story.  

 Feed the birds Follow a procedure to make a bird feeder. 

 Observing birds Observe birds and collect and record facts about their features.  

8  Bird moves Describe the ways birds move.  

 Spelling tricks Identify syllables, blends, suffixes and digraphs in spelling words. 

 Wormy words Explore the /or/ in worm digraph.  

 Check the bird feeders Record findings in a table. 

 Bird bath Select and use appropriate materials to make a bird bath.  

 Bird bath diagram Draw a labelled diagram. 

 How to make a … Print an explanation based on personal experience. 
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9  Let’s record Order the lines of a poem, present as a video recording.  

 Bird feeders and diary Record observations in a table in a diary. 

 Bird words game Practise spelling words in a game.  

 /ir/ or /or/? Choose /ir/ or /or/ to spell give words. 

 Grow check 3 Record observations as a labelled diagram. 

Reading Alice’s bird garden Read familiar texts with developing fluency and expression. 

 Into Alice’s bird garden Complete a multiple choice comprehension  based on a known text. 

 Queen of the birds Write a simple persuasive text.  

10  Feathery friends news Follow rules, guess answers from mimed actions, make mimed actions.  

 Using bird words Spell learned words independently in cloze activity.  

 Opposite pairs Read, identify and match opposites. 

 Bird diary data Present collected data in a different format 

Professor Owl biscuits Follow a procedure and make predictions about changes to the mixtures 
and biscuits. 

Beaut birds Play an oral describing  game. 
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Day 1 
Collect and prepare the items listed on the Materials checklist.  
If the student has charts and cards from previous sets, these can be reused.
Reading texts (at the student’s reading level) for this set can be downloaded with the 
set materials or sourced from the following places: 

• your SIDE teacher

• SIDE Resource Centre

• your local library

• your personal library

• online book stores

• local book stores.

Materials checklist
Activity sheets (please print) Check 

• Feathery words

• /ir/ puzzle 1 and 2

• Bird diary 1, 2, 3 and 4

• Bird facts I know

Resources 

• Lesson notes –  1Day

• My Phonics book (prepared as described in the Tutor guide)

Home resources 

• scissors

• camera

• glue

• sheet of A4 card

• stapler
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• clipboard or something to lean on

• computer with internet access to Reading Eggs

Storage folders 
A display book, sheet protector or envelope is required to store completed activity 
sheets for return to the teacher upon the completion of the set.  
Alternatively, create a folder on the computer to digitally store the student’s 
completed and scanned activity sheets. 
A display book, envelope or box is required to store charts, games and other 
materials that will be used by the student across all sets.  

Background information 
As the student’s ability to read and print will vary depending on the activity, assist by 
reading to, or with, the student and printing responses. 
The student can refer to any of the charts when completing activities. 
The tutor uses the Lesson notes  to guide the paper based and manipulative activities 
during the lesson.  
When requested, help the student make sound or video clips, take photographs and 
save activity sheets for return to the teacher. 

In short 
Listening and looking 
Materials: 
• nil.

This set is called Feathery friends. What do you think it will be about?
Answers will vary. 
Tell me the names of some birds. Answers will vary, eg parrot, hen, duck, 
emu, penguin, lyrebird, crow. 
Make some bird sounds for me. Answers will vary. 
One bird sound that most people recognise is this one. (Make a kookaburra or 
duck or rooster noise.)  
What is it? Answers will vary. 
Let’s take a walk to see if we can hear any bird sounds. 
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Walk around the home, up the street etc and listen for bird sounds. If the student 
hears any, ask him/her to see if he/she can spot the bird. 
Discuss the bird, eg colours, size, where it is. 
If the student can name the bird, ask him/her to do so, otherwise tell him/her the 
name. 
All bird sounds are acceptable, including pets, chickens etc. 
Return to the work area. 

Exploring words 
Feathery words 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – Feathery words

• scissors

• camera.

Describe what you see in the picture. Answers will vary. 
Read the speech bubble. 
You can use this poster to record your spelling words. Let’s see if you can work 
out what they are. Cut out the letters from the bottom of the page. 

Ask the student to arrange the letters across the top of the table. 

Here is a clue to one of your words. One of these might fall from a bird’s tail. 
Answers will vary. 

If required, give more clues to get the answer ‘feather’. 
Ask the student to make the word using the letters. Do not help. 
Encourage the student to experiment with the letters, sounding the word and 
swapping the letters until he/she is happy with the spelling.  

Take a photograph of the word. 
If the word is not spelled correctly, give clues to help the student make changes until 
it is correct. 
Ask the student to copy the word onto one line on the activity sheet. 
Ask the student to put the letters back with the others. 

Here is a clue to another word. This is a word that means enemy. Answers 
will vary. 

If required, give more clues to get the answer ‘predator’. 
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Ask the student to make the word using the letters. Do not help. 
Encourage the student to experiment with the letters, sounding the word and 
swapping the letters until he/she is happy with the spelling.  

 Take a photograph of the word. 
If the word is not spelled correctly, give clues to help the student make changes until 
it is correct. 
Ask the student to copy the word onto one line on the activity sheet. 
Ask the student to put the letters back with the others. 
Continue in the same way using these words: 
talons, prey, plumage, webbed. 

Ask the student to read the words to you. 
Ask the student to tell you the meaning of each word. Help if required. 

Save the photographs into the Set folder on the computer. 
Display the activity sheet and discard  the letters.

/ir/ in  bird
Materials: 
• nil.

What is the name for all of our feathery friends? birds 
Bird. B /ir/ d. What sound does ‘bird’ begin with? b 
B /ir/ d. What sound does ‘bird’ end with? d 
B /ir/ d. What sound do you hear in the middle of ‘bird’. ir 
/ir/ is a digraph. What can you tell me about digraphs? Answers will vary, eg 
two letters work together to make a sound. 
There are many different /ir/ sounds. Let me print some of them on your palm. 

Print the following /er/ sounds on the student’s palm. Say each letter as you print it, 
eg /e/  /r/ 
Ask the student to tell you which /er/ digraph you have printed. 
e r /er/ in fern 
u r /ur/ in church
e a r /ear/ learn
o r /or/ worm
i r /ir/ bird
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Which two letters make the /ir/ bird digraph? i r 
Let’s see if we can think of some other words that use this digraph. We’ll take 
turns to say the words. If you say one with a different /er/ sound, I’ll tell you and 
you can have another go. 

Take turns to say /ir/ bird words until ten have been said, eg twirl, birthday, first, fir, 
sir, stir, girl, dirt, skirt, circus, third, thirty, thirteen, shirt, circle. 

/ir/ puzzle 
Materials: 
• activity sheet - /ir/ puzzle 1 and 2

• scissors

• glue

• My phonics book

• camera.

Place the activity sheets on the table. 

Look at the activity sheets and tell me what you see. Answers will vary, eg 
words, pictures, number, puzzle pieces. 
The puzzle pieces will match to make pairs and then the pairs will join together 
to make a rectangular shaped  puzzle. 
Look at the words. What digraph do you see in each?  /ir/ bird 
Read the words and trace each /ir/ digraph. 
Now let’s cut out the pieces. 

Help the student cut out the puzzle pieces and spread them on the table. 
Ask the student to match the pieces, one word with one picture.  
Ask the student to use the puzzle piece shapes to join the pairs to make the 
rectangular shaped puzzle. 

  shirt (word) shirt (picture)   girl (word) girl (picture)

 bird (picture) bird (word) 30 (picture)  thirty (word) 

 birthday (word) birthday (picture)    stir (word) stir (picture)

  circus (word)  circus (picture) circle (picture) circle (word)  

Take a photo of the completed puzzle. 
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Ask the student to open to a new page in the phonics book and print /ir/ bird as a 
heading. 
Ask the student to glue the puzzle onto the page. 

  Save the photograph into the Set folder. 
Store the phonics book.  

Fun with  print
Bird diary 
Materials: 
• activity sheets – Bird diary 1 – 4

• scissors

• sheet of A4 card

• stapler

• clip board or something to lean on.

Ask the student to read the title on the activity sheets. Bird diary 
Ask the student to tell you what he/she thinks will be happening in this activity. 
Answers will vary. 

Let’s put the bird diary together. Fold the card in half and cut it along the fold.  
This will make the back and front covers of the diary. 
Look at Bird diary 1. 
Cut out the whole table on the dashed line. 
Point to the bold dashed line across the middle of the table. 
Cut along this line to make two pages for the book. 

Help the student cut out the tables from the other activity pages in the same way. 
Ask the student to stack the pages together between the covers and staple to make a 
book. Make sure the staples are about 1 cm from the edges of the pages. 
Ask the student to make a cover for the book. It should include a title and the student 
name, drawn or cut out and glued on pictures.  

Open the book. 
On the first page, print the Day name and date next to the headings. 
Read the column headings. Bird name, Number 
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What do you print in these columns? the names of birds I see and how 
many I see 
You will record all the birds you see, including any pet birds. You can also 
collect bird feathers if you see them. 

Ask the student to bring the booklet, a pencil and the clipboard to lean on. 
Walk around the home, up the street (or another suitable place) to listen and look for 
birds. If the student hears any sounds, ask him/her to see if he/she can spot the bird. 
Discuss the bird, eg colours, size, where it is. 
If the student can name the bird, ask him/her to do so, otherwise tell him/her the 
name . (if known) If bird names are not known, ask the student to describe the bird 
using a few words. 
Ask the student to record all the birds in the diary (including pets, chickens etc). 
If extra lines are needed, use the back of the page. 
Ask the student to choose one bird he/she saw and draw its picture on the back of 
the page. 
Tape any found feathers (from the bird walk) onto the bottom or back of the page. 

Store the diary and clipboard for use on Day 2. 

Bird facts I know 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – Bird facts I know.

Place the activity sheet on the table. 
Ask the student to read the title. 
Ask the student to read each heading in each box and tell you any information he/she 
knows that fits the question or heading.  
Ask the student to print words or draw pictures to record the information he/she 
knows under each heading. 
Encourage the student to complete the table independently. 
Answers will vary eg, 

What is a bird? 
lays eggs     fly 
have feathers 

Beaks 
s  harp       long or short
catch food 

Wings 
covered with feathers 
fly with them 

Feet 
webbed for water birds 
claws 
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Store the activity sheet for use on Day 2.  

Reading Eggs 
Materials: 
• computer with internet access.

Ask the student to turn on the computer and log in to the Reading Eggs website. 
(Help if required.) 
Use the login details supplied by the student’s teacher to access spelling and reading 
activities tailored to the student’s reading level. 
The student should complete ten to fifteen minutes of reading related activities. 

Tutor 
Set return checklist 
Please complete the Set return checklist provided to ensure you have all the required 
items for Day stored or saved.1  

S  tore the checklist and complete it at the end of each lesson. 
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Day 2 
Collect and prepare the items listed on the Materials checklist.  
If the student has charts and cards from previous sets, these can be reused.

Materials checklist 
Activity sheets (please print) Check 

• Birds I know

• Crisscross

• Close up on words

• Information check

• Labelling bird bits

Resources 

• Lesson notes –  2Day

• My phonics book

• Bird facts I know (from Day 1)

• dotted thirds lined paper

• Bird diary (from Day 1)

Reading books 

• Bird Bits

Home resources 

• Clipboard or book to lean on

In short 
Birds I know 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – .Birds I know

Move to an open space.
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Look at me and see if you can guess what type of  bird I am. 

Use your arm to make a long neck and your hand to make a head. 
Use large steps to walk around the area. 
Answers will vary, eg emu, ostrich, flamingo. 

Now it’s your turn. Act out a bird and I’ll guess what  it is. You can make the 
noise too if you like. Answers will vary. 

Take three turns each to act out and guess different birds. 
Return to the work are and place the activity sheet on the table.a  
Ask the student to read the speech bubble. 
Ask the student to complete the activity. Rule lines for him/her to print on if needed. 
Do not help with spelling. 
Encourage the student to list at least ten birds, eg duck, peacock, eagle, hen, 
magpie, kookaburra, dove, penguin. 
Ask the student to read each bird name. If it is not spelled correctly, print the correct 
spelling above the word. 
Ask the student to read and complete the sentence below the picture. 

Store or scan and save the activity sheet. 

Exploring words 
Crisscross 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – Criss cross

• My phonics book.

Ask the student to open the phonics book to the /ir/ bird puzzle page from Day 1. 
Ask the student to read the words from the puzzle to you. 
Place the activity sheet on the table. 

Look at the activity sheet and tell me what you see. Answers will vary. 
Let’s read what Professor Owl has to tell you. 

The student reads the speech bubble independently. 
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Look at the puzzle and the clues. Tell me what you need to do. Answers will 
vary, eg read a clue, think of an /ir/ word answer, find the clue number 
and see if the letters will fit into the squares, print them. 
You can use your /ir/ bird page to help because some of the words are on that 
page.  
Read clue number 1 across. a round shape 
What is an /ir/ word that means a round shape? circle 
Find the number 1 on the puzzle. 
Spell ‘circle’ and point to each square as you say it. c i r c l e 
Will it fit? yes 
Print the letters into the squares. 
Let’s do number down. What is the clue? 1 a bird noise 
Find the ‘1’ on the grid.  
What is the first letter of the word? /c/ 
We know it’s a bird noise that begins with Do you know the /c/ and has /ir/ in it. 
answer? Answers will vary. 
Spell your answer and point to each square as you say it. Answers will vary. 
Will it fit? Answers will vary. 

If the student has chosen ‘chirp’, ask him/her to print the letters into the spaces, 
otherwise ask the student to try to solve another clue and leave that one until later. 
Ask the student to work independently on the puzzle. Remind the student to use the  
letters already printed into the word to help solve the clue. 
If required, extra clues to help with any unsolved answers. The student prints  give 
these answers using a coloured pencil. 

1c i r c l e

h 2d 
3  b i r 4t h d a y i 

r h r 

p i 5s h i r t 

r k y 
6s 7t w i r l 

q e r 

u e 8t h i r 9d 

 i n i 

r r 

m 10f i r s t 
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Store or scan and save the activity sheet. 

Close up on words 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – Close up on words.

Ask the student to read the title of the activity sheet. Close up on words.

What do you think the title means? Answers will vary. 
We will examine your spelling words very closely to see how the letters work 
together to make them. Read the words in the first column. 
Choose a coloured pencil and trace any digraphs you know. 
What did you find? Answers will vary, eg /ea/, /th/, /er/, /a e/ or /age/, /or/, -
/ey/. 
Choose a different coloured pencil and trace any blends you know. Answers 
will vary, eg pl, pr. 
One word has a suffix. What is it? ed in webbed 
Trace it using a different coloured pencil. 
One word has a double letter that needs to be remembered. Which word is 
that? webbed 
Trace the double letters using a different coloured pencil. 

Check the student has all the digraphs, blends etc traced. If he/she did not know 
some of them, show them to the student and ask him/her to trace them. eg /ey/. 
Ask the student to trace the remaining letters using a printing pencil. 
Ask the student to use a finger to trace each letter as he/she spells each word aloud. 

You have identified the different parts of each word. Now you need to break 
each word into its different sounds. Look at the table. How many spaces next 
to ‘feather’? four 
That’s because there are four sounds in ‘feather’. Can you say them? 
Answers will vary, eg f e th er 
Let’s say them together. f e th er 
What is the first sound? f 
Print it into the first space next to the word. 
What is the second sound? e 
Look at the word. Which letters make the ‘e’ sound? e a 
Print them into the second space. 
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What is the third sound? th 
Look at the word. Which letters make the ‘th’ sound? t h 
Print them into the third space. 
What is the last sound? er 
Look at the word. Which letters make the ‘er’ sound? e r 
Print them into the fourth space. 

Use the same steps to help the student break ‘plumage’ into its four sounds. 
pl – – –  u m age 
Ask the student to work independently to break ‘predator’ into sounds. Supervise as 
the student works. pr – e d a – – – t –  or 
Ask the student to work independently to break up the remaining words. 

  pr –  – – –  – – – – – s  ey w e bb ed t a l o n 
Check the student work and make amendments if required. 

Look at the word ‘feather’ in the first column. Count the letters. 7 
How many different parts did you show using your different coloured pencils 
and your printing pencil? 4 
How many sounds did you hear and print? 4 
Count the letters in plumage. 7 
How many different parts did you show using your different coloured pencils 
and your printing pencil? 4 
How many sounds did you hear and print? 4 

Continue to compare the letters, parts and sounds heard for the remaining words. 
predator – 8 letters, 6 parts, 6 sounds 
prey – 4 letters, two parts, 2 sounds 
webbed – 6 letters, 4 parts, 4 sounds 
talons – 6 letters, 1 part, 5 sounds 

‘talons’ is an interesting word because it has letters that can all be sounded six 
out. There are no digraphs or blends to highlight so it looks like it’s only one 
part because all the letters are traced in printing pencil. 
Let’s clap the syllables in each word to see if they match the letter number, 
parts or sounds. Remember that each syllable must have a vowel in it. 
Let’s begin with ‘feather’. feth er 
You say and clap the syllables and I’ll count the syllables.   feth er 
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That’s two syllables. What does that match? none of the things we have 
counted 
Let’s do ‘plumage’. plu mage 
How many syllables? two 
What does that match? none of the things we have counted 
Say and clap the syllables in ‘predator’. pred a tor 
How many syllables? three 
What does that match? none of the things we have counted 

Ask the student to say, clap and count the syllables for the remaining words and 
compare them to the letters, parts and sounds counted. 
prey – one syllable 
webbed – one syllable 
talons – two syllables – tal ons 

You had a real close up on your spelling words. Look at each word and tell me 
the part you think you will need to remember when you spell the word. 
Answers will vary, eg /ea/ in feather, /age/ in plumage, sound predator 
slowly because it’s a long word, /ey/ in prey, bb in webbed, sound each 
letter in talons. 

Display or store the activity sheet. 

Fun with  print
Bird bits 
Materials: 
• reading book – Bird bits

• activity sheet (from Day 1)– Bird facts I know 

• a comfortable place to sit.
Move to the seating area with the activity sheet and the book.
Ask the student to read the information he/she printed on the activity sheet.
Ask the student to read the title on the book.

What do you think the book is about? Answers will vary, eg birds, bird parts. 
Do you think it is a fiction or non-fiction book? Answers will vary. 
Why? Answers will vary. 
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Look at the illustration. Tell me the names of any birds you recognise. 
Answers will vary, eg toucan, parrot/galah/cockatoo, hummingbird, wren, 
seagull, heron. 
Open the book and tell me what you see on page 1. contents page, chapter 
headings and page numbers 
Read the chapter headings. 
What can you tell me about the headings? Answers will vary, eg most of 
them are the names of bird parts/bits, there is a glossary. 
This page is a hint to the type of book we are reading. What type of book is it? 
information, non-fiction 
What is the information about on page 5? feet 
Whose feet? bird feet 
How do you know? The title of the book is Bird Bits so I know the chapters 
are about birds. 
What is the information about on page 9? eyes 
What is a glossary? Answers will vary, eg it’s like a dictionary for the book, 
tells you the meanings of words in the book.  
Turn to the glossary. 

Ask the student to read the words and their meanings. Help if required. 

Tell me the glossary words that are in your spelling list. plumage, predator, 
prey 
Turn to page 2 and read to me. (Help if required.) 
Did you have any of those facts on your Bird facts I know activity sheet? 
Answers will vary. 
Read page 3. (Help if required.) 
Did you know that fact? Answers will vary. 
Read page 4. (Help if required.) 
Did you know that fact? Answers will vary. 

Ask the student to read page 5. Help if required. 
Ask the student to check the feet facts in the book with his/her feet facts on the 
activity sheet to see if they are the same or different. 
Repeat these reading and comparison steps for the remaining pages in the book. 
Ask the student to find and read the most interesting fact he/she learned. 
Ask the student to find a read a fact he/she already knew. 

  Store or scan and save the activity sheet. 
The book will be used in the next activity. 
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Information check 
Materials: 
• reading book – Bird bits

• activity sheet – Information check.
Place the activity sheet on the table.

You can read and complete this activity sheet using the pictures  and text in the 
book.  
Read what the owl has to tell you. 

The student can work independently to complete the tasks. Help with reading if  
required. 
Some of the questions require the student to interpret the pictures or text. 

Which chicks are covered with down?  chicks born in nests on the ground

Print  six words that describe bird beaks. Answers will vary, eg sharp, pointed, pointy, 
long, short, curved, straight, hooked, thin, thick, small, large. 

Why do birds have their eyes in different places on their heads? to watch for predators 
or see prey easily  

Which birds are brightly coloured? male 

Print  six words that describe bird feet. Answers will vary, eg webbed, talons, claws, 
sharp, three toes, four toes, pointy, long toes, short toes, hooked claws, thin toes, 
thick toes, small, large. 

Mark and store or scan and save the activity sheet. 

Labelling bird bits 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – Labelling bird bits

• reading book – Bird bits.

Place the activity sheet on the table. 

You have just read a book about the different bits or parts that birds have. 
There was a lot of information in the book. Some of that information can be 
shown as a diagram. Look at the bird at the top of the activity page. 
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What is it? a duck 
Read the instructions above the duck. (Help if required.) 
You can complete the labelling on your own. 

Ask the student to read the instructions for the second task and complete the 
labelling. 

  The activity sheet will be used in the next activity. 
Store the reading book. 

Same and different 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – Labelling bird bits

• dotted thirds lined paper.
Ask the student to print his/her name on the top line of the lined paper.
Ask the student to print the heading ‘same’ on the line below his/her name.

Look at the pictures on the activity sheet. 
How are the two birds the same? Answers will vary, eg both birds have a 
beak, two feet, two legs, neck, tail feathers, wings, two eyes, can fly. 
Print your ideas on the lines below the heading. 

The student completes the task independently. He/she should print at least six ideas. 
Ask the student to fold the page to make two columns. 
Ask the student to miss a line and print the headings ‘duck’ in one column and 
‘parrot’ in the other column. 
Ask the student to trace the fold from between the headings to the bottom of the 
page. 

Look at the pictures and think about how the birds are different. Tell me about 
the duck’s feet. Answers will vary, eg webbed, small claws. 
Print your fact/s in the ‘duck’ column. 
Tell me about the parrot’s feet. Answers will vary, eg claws/talons, separate 
toes. 
Print your fact/s in the ‘parrot’ column. 
Look at the pictures and print other things that are different. Answers will 
vary, eg the duck has a long neck, flatter beak, shorter tail feathers, 
swims. The parrot has a curved beak, short neck, long tail feathers. 
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  Store or scan and save the student writing. 
Display or store the activity sheet Labelling bird bits. 

Bird diary 
Materials: 
• Bird diary (from Day 1)

• clipboard or book to lean on.
Please complete this activity in the late afternoon before sunset. 
Ask the student to complete the Day and Date sections of the next new page.

Let’s take a walk to find any birds that are inside or outside our home. 
Remember to keep an eye out for signs of birds, like feathers and nests. 

Ask the student to bring the booklet, a pencil and the clipboard to lean on. 
Walk around the home, up the street etc to listen and look for birds. If the student 
hears any sounds, ask him/her to see if he/she can spot the bird.  
Discuss the bird, eg colours, size, where it is. 
If the student can name the bird, ask him/her to do so, otherwise tell him/her the 
name. 
Ask the student to record all the birds in the diary. New birds and birds seen on Day 
1, (including pets, chickens etc) should be recorded. 
If extra lines are needed, use the back of the page. 
Ask the student to draw a star to show any new birds for today. 
Ask the student to choose one bird he/she saw and draw its picture on the back of 
the page. 
Tape any found feathers onto the bottom or back of the page. 

Store the materials for use on Day 3. 

Tutor 
Set return checklist 
Please complete the Set return checklist provided to ensure you have all the required 
items for Day stored or saved.2  

S  tore the checklist and complete it at the end of each lesson. 
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Day 3 
Collect and prepare the items listed on the Materials checklist.  
If the student has charts and cards from previous sets, these can be reused.

Materials checklist 
Activity sheets (please print) Check 

• Adding to verbs

• Did you know that …

Resources 

• Lesson notes – 3Day 

• Bird diary (from Day 1)

• dotted thirds lined paper

Home resources 

• video camera

• highlighter pen

• computer with internet access

• sheet of blank paper A3 or larger – (optional – see activity)

• art materials, eg felt tip pens, glue, scissors (optional – see
activity)

In short 
Morning bird sounds 
Materials: 
• Bird diary (from Day 1)

• clipboard or book to lean on

• video camera.

Please complete this activity early in the morning. 
Ask the student to complete the Day and Date sections of the next new page. 
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Let’s take a walk to find some birds to record on your Day 3 page of the diary. 
Remember to keep an eye out for signs of birds, like feathers and nests. We 
can look in the same places as yesterday or go somewhere else. What would 
you like to do? Answers will vary. 
We’ll also try to video some birds and their sounds. 

Explore the area chosen by the student. 
Complete the diary page as for Day 2, drawing a star next to the name/s of any new  
birds.  

  Help the student record any birds and/or bird sounds seen or heard. 
Return to the work area.  
Ask the student to turn to the back of today’s Diary page. 
View the video. 
Ask the student to close his/her eyes while you play the video again. Ask him/her to 
listen carefully to the bird sounds. 
Ask the student to describe the sounds, eg chirp, soft, quack, cluck, ch ch ch, whistle. 
Ask the student to print the words (chirp, cheep etc)  and sound ch ch) on the s (ch 
page. 
Ask the student to print other words that describe bird sounds, eg hoot, tweet, 
hahahaha. 

  Store the Bird diary for use on Day 5. 
Discard the video. 

Exploring words 
Adding to verbs 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – Adding to verbs.

Ask the student to stand in an open space.

We’re thinking about verbs and adverbs in this activity. What is a verb? an 
action/doing word 
What is an adverb? Answers will vary, eg a word that describes a 
verb/adds to a verb. 
Imagine you are a bird. Which bird will you be? Answers will vary, eg hawk. 
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You are perched on a branch. Make your body onto X’s perched shape. 
Listen to this sentence. X is perched on a rock. He/she is standing.A  
The verb is ‘standing’. How are you standing? Answers will vary, eg still, 
quietly, straight, tall. 
The adverb to describe how you are standing is (say student suggestion from 
previous question). 
You hear a noise and you look around. The verb is ‘look’. Show me how you 
look around. 
What word describes the way you look? Answers will vary, eg sharply, 
suddenly, quickly, slowly. 
The adverb to describe how you are looking is (say student suggestion from 
previous question). 
You see a cat slowly creeping through the grass towards you. You open your 
wings. The verb is ‘open’. Show me how you open your wings. 
What word describes the way you open them? Answers will vary, eg 
suddenly, quickly, slowly. 
The adverb to describe how you open your wings (say student sugg is estion 
from previous question). 
You fly off the rock into the sky. The verb is ‘fly’. Show me how you fly off. 
What word describes the way you fly off? Answers will vary, eg suddenly, 
quickly, slowly, smoothly. 
The adverb to describe how you fly off is (say student suggestion from 
previous question). 
You fly into the sky. Show me how you soar around the sky. 
What word describes the way you fly around the sky? Answers will vary, eg 
quickly, slowly, smoothly, high. 
The adverb to describe how you fly around the sky is (say student suggestion 
from previous question). 
Fly back to your seat and we’ll move to the next part of the activity. 

Place the activity sheet on the table. 
Ask the student to read the speech bubble and follow the instructions independently. 
Remind the student to use as many different adverbs as possible. 
Ask the student to read the completed sentences to you. Answers will vary. 

Store or scan and save the activity sheet. 
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Words in sentences 
Materials: 
• dotted thirds lined paper.
Ask the student to print his/her name on the top line of the paper.
Ask the student to print the date, set number, day and activity title on the next line.

Let’s see how many spelling words you remember. On the first line, print 
‘talon ’.s  

Check the word and tick if correct. If not correct, spell it so the student can print it  
correctly on the same line. 
Repeat for each word – prey, feather, predator, webbed, plumage. 
Ask the student to print a sentence using each word. The word can be printed in 
colour pencil if the student wishes. The student works independently. 

Store or scan and save the student work. 

Fun with  print
Did you know that … 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – Did you know that …

• highlighter pen.

Place the activity sheet on the table. 
Ask the student to identify any of the birds he/she recognises. 

There are many interesting facts about birds. Read what Professor Owl has to 
say before we read some of these facts. 

The student reads the speech bubble and independently. Give help if the facts 
required. 

Did you know any of those facts? Answers will vary. 

Ask the student to tick any facts he/she knew. 
Ask the student to tell you the fact he /she thought was most interesting. 
Ask the student to draw a star next to this fact. 
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What are key words? Answers will vary, eg words that tell you the 
important information. 
I’m going to ask you some questions and I want you to highlight the key facts 
that answer each question. What sort of birds are black swans? 

Answers may vary slightly.  
Black swans are one of Australia’s largest water birds. 

What happens to the pelican’s beak when it scoops up fish? 

Answers may vary slightly. 
The pelican’s bill is made from loose skin that expands when it scoops 
up fish. 

When do budgerigars fly to the coast? 

In summer, budgerigars fly to bush areas near the coast to breed. 

Why are barn owls almost silent when they swoop? 

Answers may vary slightly. 
Barn owls have very soft feathers. They make almost no sound when 
they swoop down to catch their prey. 

Do eagles kill lambs? 

Answers may vary slightly. 
Farmers used to think that eagles killed young lambs but now we know 
they rarely do this. 
Ask the student to tell you some other interesting facts about birds. Answers will 
vary, eg the kookaburra is called the laughing jackass, birds have hollow 
bones, penguins cannot fly, birds are related to dinosaurs. 
Ask the student to read and follow the instruction at the bottom of the page. 
Ask the student to read the bird fact to you. 

Store or scan and save the activity sheet. 
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Birds in  the zoo
Materials: 
• computer with internet access
Optional items, depending on the activity format selected by the student:
• dotted thirds lined paper

• large sheet of blank paper or card, eg A3 or larger

• art materials, eg felt tip pens, scissors, glue.

There are many different ways you can record and present information. We’ll 
look at how some presented on the Perth Zoo website    information is and then 
you can make your own presentation of the information . 

Help the student turn on the computer. 
Help the student open a search engine. 
Discuss what the student can see on the screen, including the search bar/s, images 
and tabs. Discuss the purpose of each item. 
Ask the student to type ‘Perth zoo’ into the search bar and press the ‘enter’ key. 
Discuss what the student can see on the screen, including images, listed websites 
and featured information.  
Help the student select the Perth zoo website. 
Discuss what the student can see on the screen, including static and moving images, 
tabs and featured information.  
Ask the student to select and click the ‘our animals’ tab at the top of the webpage. 
Discuss what the student can see on the screen, including images and tabs.  
Help the student select the ‘region’ (Australia) and ‘class’ ) filters to see pictures  (bird
of Australian birds. 
Discuss how the screen has changed.  
Ask the student to scroll through the pictures and find a bird that interests him/her. 
Ask the student to place the cursor on the chosen box and select the ‘Read more!’ 
box.  
Discuss how the information is presented on the page, eg headings and paragraphs 
on the left, listed information on the right. 
Explain headings where required, eg scientific name, conservation status. 
Help the student read the information. 
Direct the student to the ‘Download fact sheet’ link below the main image. 
Ask the student to select the link to open the pdf. 
Discuss how the information is presented on this document. 

This document gives us the same information as the screen but it’s presented 
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as a fact sheet. The fact sheet presents some information using images. What 
images can you see? Answers will vary, eg full photograph of the bird, 
picture showing the size of the bird compared to a man, map to show 
habitat. 

Help the student return to the previous screen and select another bird to investigate. 
Ask the student to select a bird (either one that has been viewed or another one) to 
present in a different way. 
Ask the student to open to the chosen bird’s screen and also the pdf. 

You can use the information from the website screen or pdf. Will you work from 
the website or the pdf? Answers will vary. 
We have some lined paper and a large sheet of blank paper/card or you could 
make a document on the computer. How would you like to present the 
information? Answers will vary, eg on paper, on computer. 
What will your work look like? Answers will vary, eg explosion chart, poster, 
mobile, table, information sheet. 

Leave the computer open or print the pdf document so the student can access the 
information. 
Help the student organise the materials he/she needs for the chosen presentation 
format. 
Encourage the student to work independently as he/she decides on the positioning of 
headings, pictures and information. 
Encourage the student to use colour for headings, borders etc. 

P  aper presentation suggestions: 

• headings/titles and text printed on lined paper and glued into place– 
• images – drawn, cut out from magazines or printed from the computer

• help with spelling if required.

Computer based presentation suggestions: 

• help the student with typing if required.

• teach the student to cut and paste text and images if required.
• help the student set up a table if required.

• help the student select appropriate font size for text.
The document can be printed if the student wishes to display it.

  Save the completed piece of the Set folder. Scan or computer based work  into  
photograph paper based work and save into the Set folder. 
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Display the work. Ask the student to close the pdf and website and shut down the  
computer. 

Tutor 
Set return checklist 
Please complete the Set return checklist provided to ensure you have all the required 
items for Day stored or saved.3  

S  tore the checklist and complete it at the end of each lesson. 
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Day 4 
Collect and prepare the items listed on the Materials checklist.  
If the student has charts and cards from previous sets, these can be reused.

Materials checklist 
Activity sheets (please print) Check 

• Three thrushes

Resources 

• Lesson notes – 4Day 

• dotted thirds lined paper

Reading books 

• book (fiction or non-fiction) that shows a bird life cycle

Home resources 

• A4 blank paper

• clipboard or similar to lean on

• die

• buttons, counters or similar

• student dictionary

• plastic container to collect materials

• recycled materials, eg coloured papers, card scraps, cottonwool

• play dough or plasticine

• craft glue

• scissors

• clean egg shell pieces
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In short 
Where do birds live? 
Materials: 
• sheet of A4 blank paper
• clipboard or similar to lean on.

Birds live and nest in many different places in the wild and in captivity. Can you 
think of some? Answers will vary, eg nests, trees, cages, aviaries. 
Let’s go for a walk to see if we can spot any bird homes. 

Take the student, blank paper and clipboard to an outside area and help him/her 
search for signs of bird nesting places. 
If any are located, ask the student to draw and label them. 
Return to the work area. 
Discuss other places birds live and nest. Answers will vary, eg rocks, eyries, 
chimneys, guttering, gardens, icebergs, ground, bushes, cliffs, caves, grass. 
Ask the student to draw and/or print the names of other places birds live and nest. 

Store or scan and save the student work. 

Exploring words 
Roll and spell 
Materials: 
• sheet of blank paper

• die
• counters, buttons or similar.
Help the student to fold the sheet of paper into six.
Say each spelling word and ask the student to print it into a space on the sheet of 
paper. Check and correct spelling as required. 
talons, feather, predator, prey, webbed, plumage 

We’re ready to play. You roll the die and spell the word it lands on. Each word 
you spell correctly will win you some counters. You’ll get one counter for each  
letter in the word. 
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We’re ready to play. You roll the die and spell the word it lands on. If you have 
five die rolls, how many counters do you think you could win? Answers will 
vary, eg 12. 
Your goal is to earn X counters. Let’s see how you go. 

Ask the student to roll the die so it lands on the paper. 
Ask the student to read the word the die landed on, cover it and spell it. 
If the spelling is correct, give the student one counter for each letter in the word, eg 
prey = 4 counters. 
After 5 rolls, ask the student to count his/her counters. 

How many counters did you earn? Answers will vary. 
Is that more, less or the same number as your prediction? Answers will vary. 
If you have another five die rolls, how many counters do you think you could 
win? Answers will vary. 
Your goal is to earn X counters. Let’s see how you go. 

Play the game and see if the student can get more, less or the same number of 
counters as his/her prediction. 

Store the materials. Let the student play again with other family members. 

Three thrushes 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – Three thrushes

• dictionary.

What is a trigraph? three letters working together to make a sound 
Thr - ee letters. That is a clue to our trigraph. Do you know what it might be? 
Answers will vary. 
The trigraph is ‘thr’. Say it with me. thr 
Let’s stretch it out. th  rrrr 
Which three letters make the /thr/ sound? Answers will vary, t h r 
We have used the word ‘three’. It begins with /thr/. Let’s see if we can think of 
some other words. 

Take turns to say /thr/ words, eg thrill, throat, throb, throw, threw, through, thrown, 
threat, threaten, throne, thread, thrilling. 
Place the activity sheet on the table. 



Feathery friends Lesson notes   –  4 Day

© Department of Education Western Australia 2017 (Modified 2020) – ECEENGLISHYR1Set11 

32

Ask the student to trace and finish the /thr/ trigraphs at the top of the page, saying 
each letter as it is traced or printed. 

This short story uses many /thr/ words. Read it and circle any /thr/ words you 
find. 

The student works independently to find the words. 

Three thrushes Thrace  to fly over were thrilled . They flew 
through thrummed a tunnel and their wings  in the air.  
One  had bright red feathers at his . Another thrush throat
thrush threw himself into dives as he flew along. The  thrilling 
third  the bushes looking for  to eat. thrush flew through thrips
The queen of  sat on her  watching the Thrace throne three 
thrushes throbbed thrum . Her heart  when she heard them 
through the air. Her guests had arrived! 

I think we will need to use a dictionary to find out what some of these words 
mean. Let’s read the words you found. 

Ask the student to read each word and tell you the meaning. If the meaning is not 
known, help the student use the dictionary to find and read it. 

Now we know the meaning to all the words, we should read the story again. 
We’ll understand it better now. 

Read the story with the student, asking questions to check the student understands 
the story. Examples of questions include: 
What is a thrush? a small bird 
What is Thrace? an old name for an area in Europe 
What does ‘thrummed’ mean? humming noise 
What is a thrip? insect 
What does it mean when your heart ‘throbs’? beats, pulses and you can feel it 
Ask the student to read the question and print some words to answer it. 
Ask the student to read the final instruction and complete the drawing task. 

The activity sheet will be used on Day 5. 
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Fun with  print
Read and share 
Materials: 
• reading book (fiction or non n) that shows a bird life cycle-fictio
• comfortable place to sit.
Move to the seating area with the reading book.

What is a life cycle? Answers will vary. 
A life cycle shows us the stages a growing thing goes through as it grows from 
a seed to an adult. Plants, humans, animals, birds and insects all have life 
cycles. Some life cycles are longer than others. 
When we read this book we will find out about the life cycle of a (bird/duck etc). 

Ask the student to read the title, author and illustrator names (if provided). 
Read the book together, taking turns to read sections. 
Examine any pictures and diagrams to support the student’s understanding of what 
he/she is reading. 
Ask the student to find the pages that show or give information about the bird life 
cycle. 
Ask the student to use these pages to tell you as much as he/she can about the life 
cycle. 

The reading book will be used in the next activity. 

Bird life cycle 
Materials: 
• reading book (from previous activity)
• plastic container to collect materials

• recycled materials, eg coloured papers, card scraps, cottonwool

• play dough or plasticine
• craft glue

• scissors

• clean egg shell pieces.

Place the materials on the table. 
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You will use some natural and recycled materials to make a bird life cycle. 

Ask the student to find the pages that show or give information about the bird life 
cycle. 
Ask the student to look at any life cycle pictures, eg nest, eggs, chicken, hen, place 
where nest is made. 

What natural or recycled materials can you use to make the nest? Answers 
will vary, eg twigs, leaves, grass. 
What can you use to make the eggs? Answers will vary, eg play dough. 
You have egg shell pieces to show the eggs after the chicks have hatched, 
What can you use to make the chicks? Answers will vary, eg cotton wool, 
play dough, lego animal. 

Ask the same questions about the adult bird. 

Now you have some ideas about what you will use to make your models, bring 
the container and we will go outside to collect some natural materials. 

Help the student collect leaves, twigs, feathers and other items he/she  wants to use. 
Ask the student to check the recycled materials provided. If anything more is 
required, help him/her locate them. 

Where does your bird lay the eggs? Answers will vary, in a round nest, on a 
bed of grass. 
Make that. Look at the pictures in the book for ideas. 

Help with cutting, holding and gluing if required. 

Does the book  tell you how many eggs the bird usually lays? Answers will 
vary. 
Make some eggs and put them in the nest. Check the shell colour and try to 
match it. 
Who keeps the eggs warm? Answers will vary. 
Use some materials to make the bird and sit it on the eggs. Look at the bird  
picture in the book to help you use the right colours for feathers and other 
features. 

Help with cutting, holding and gluing if required. 

Place the model at the top of the table. 
The eggs are the first stage of the bird life cycle. 
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What is happening inside the eggs while the bird sits on them to keep them 
safe and warm? The baby birds/chicks/duckings/ are growing. 
What is the next stage of the life cycle? the eggs hatch 
What will you make to show that? Answers will vary, eg another nest with 
the broken egg shell pieces and chicks inside. 
Use the materials to make that and place it at the top of the table. 

Help with cutting, holding and gluing if required. 

Are the chicks ready to fly away after they hatch? no 
What needs to happen so they can grow? The parents need to feed them. 
What will you make to show that? Answers will vary, eg another nest with 
the chicks inside and the mother bird with some worms. 
Use the materials to make that and place it at the top of the table. 

Help with cutting, holding and gluing if required. 

The baby birds have all their feathers and they have grown a bit. What needs 
to happen next? The parents teach them to fly/swim. 
What will you make to show that? Answers will vary, eg the mother bird 
with the baby birds swimming on the water/standing on a branch. 
Use the materials to make that and place it at the top of the table. 

Help with cutting, holding and gluing if required. 

The baby birds are grown and they can fly/swim. What happens next? 
Answers will vary, eg they leave the parents and start their own family. 
What will you make to show that? Answers will vary, eg adult birds, a nest. 
Use the materials to make that and place . it at the top of the table

Help with cutting, holding and gluing if required. 

Your models show all the stages of the bird life cycle. Check they are in the 
correct order for the life cycle. 
Point to each one and tell me what it is. eggs, hatched chicks, chicks being 
fed, chicks/young birds learning to swim/fly, adults starting a new family. 

Ask the student to put away or discard the materials and store the reading book. 

The models will be used in the next activity. 
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Add information 
Materials: 
• models (from previous activity)
• dotted third lined paper

• camera.

Place the paper on the table. 

Each model needs a sentence or two to explain what it shows. What could you 
print to explain the first model? Answers will vary, eg Mother bird/emu/hen 
has laid the eggs in the nest. She/father bird is sitting on them to keep 
them safe and warm while the chicks grow. 
Print your sentences on the lined paper. 

Encourage the student to print and spell independently. 

What could you print to explain the second model? Answers will vary, eg The 
eggs have hatched and the chicks are hungry. They do not have any 
feathers. 
Miss a line and print your sentences on the lined paper. 

Continue to support the student as he/she prints an explanation of each model. Ask 
questions to prompt reluctant writers. 
Ask the student to arrange the models in a life cycle circle and place the written 
pieces beside each model. 

Take a photograph/s of the models and written pieces. 

Store the photograph/s in the Set folder. 
Leave the models and written pieces as arranged. They will be used in the next 
activity. 

Life cycle on camera 
Materials: 
• models and written pieces from the previous activity

• video camera.

It’s interesting to hear someone talk about what they have made and learned. 
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You have written some sentences to explain the bird life cycle however I’m 
sure you have other information you can add. Instead of writing more, we can 
make a video. 
Let’s begin with an introduction. What could you say? Answers will vary, eg 
my name, set name, day, topic, what I have made. 
Practise your introduction while I get the video ready. 

Make a video recording of the student’s introduction. 

You can use your models to explain the bird life cycle. Read your sentences for 
the first model. Place them to one side and hold up the model (or point to it if 
this is easier). 
What will you say about this stage of the life cycle? Answers will vary, eg 
This is the beginning of the bird lifecycle. The mother has laid the eggs 
and she is sitting on them. They are safe and warm. The chicks are 
growing inside the eggs. 
Practise what you will say and then I’ll video you. 

Make a video recording of the student and the first model.  

Read your sentences for the second model. Place them to one side and hold 
up the model (or point to it if this is easier). 
What will you say about this stage of the life cycle? Answers will vary, eg The 
eggs have hatched. The chicks do not have feathers and they are hungry. 
Practise what you will say and then I’ll video you. 

  Make a video recording of the student and the first model. 
Continue in the same way until the student and shown and explained each model. 
Ask the student to make up and say a closing for the video 
View the video with the student. 

  Save the video into the Set folder. 
Display or discard the models and writing. 
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Tutor 
Set return checklist 
Please complete the Set return checklist provided to ensure you have all the required 
items for Day stored or saved.4  

S  tore the checklist and complete it at the end of each lesson. 
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Day 5 
Collect and prepare the items listed on the Materials checklist.  
If the student has charts and cards from previous sets, these can be reused.

Materials checklist 
Activity sheets (please print) Check 

• What do birds eat?

• Feathery friends sentences

• Tongue twisters

• Feathery facts

• Design a bird

• Reflection sheet Days 1 – 5

Resources 

• Lesson notes – 5Day 

• Three thrushes (from Day 4)

• Bird diary (from Day 1)

Reading books 

• book with information about what birds eat

• Bird bits

• book with bird pictures

Home resources 

• large plastic plate or container of similar size

• cotton wool or balls

• tablespoon of bird seed (for large birds if possible) on a saucer
or similar

• magnifying glass
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• access to water

• three or four feathers

• large sheet of paper (A3)

• art materials, eg pencils, crayons, felt tip pens

• clipboard or similar to lean on

• video camera

In short 
What do bird eat?s  
Materials: 
• activity sheet – What do birds eat?

• reading book with information about what birds eat

• large plastic plate or container of similar size

• cotton wool or balls 
• tablespoon of bird seed (for large birds if possible) on a saucer or similar 

• magnifying glass
• access to water.

Our research question today is ‘what do birds eat?’ Can you tell me some
things that birds eat? Answers will vary, eg seed, grass, plants, mice, 
insects, lizards. 

Place the activity sheet on the table. 
Ask the student to read the sentence beginning and print the things he/she knows 
birds eat to complete the sentence. Help the student use commas to separate each 
idea. 
If required, ask the student to use the bird book to get enough ideas to fill the lines. 

In the wild, different seeds and grasses grow naturally. Birds crack open the 
seeds and eat the kernel inside or they eat the grasses that grow from the 
seeds. Birds in cages and aviaries are often fed bird seed. This is what it looks 
like. 

Place the bird seed on the saucer, on the table. 
Ask the student to examine the seed using the magnifying glass. 
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What colour are the seeds? Answers will vary. 
Are they all the same shape? no 
Describe the shapes. Answers will vary. 
Do you recognise any of the seeds? Answers will vary. 
In the wild, the birds crack the seeds and eat the centre. Choose a large seed 
and we will see what is inside. 

Peel the outer casing from one of the seeds (or cut it in half) and show the student 
the inside. 

Let’s plant some of the seeds and we can see what they look like when they 
have grown. 

Ask the student to use clumps of cottonwool to thickly cover the base of the plastic 
plate. 
Ask the student to sprinkle water on the cottonwool until it is damp. 
Ask the student to sprinkle the birdseed over the damp cottonwool. 
Ask the student to look at the activity sheet and read the heading below the sentence 
he/she completed. 
Ask the student to draw and label a diagram of the plate and seeds in the ‘Planting 
seeds’ space. 
Ask the student to place the seed plate in a sunny place. 

How long do you think the seeds will take to sprout and grow? Answers will 
vary. 
Do you think all the seeds will grow? Answers will vary. 
Each morning you need to check the cottonwool and sprinkle more water on it 
to keep it damp. 

Store the activity sheet for use on Day 6.  
Keep the experiment in an obvious place so the student will remember to check the 
cottonwool on the next two days. 

Exploring words 
Feathery sentences friends 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – Feathery friends sentences.

Place the activity sheet on the table. 
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Ask the student to read the title. 
Ask the student to read each sentence, clapping for each missing word. 
Discuss any unknown words. 

The missing words in the sentences are your spelling words. I’ll read the 
sentences and put in the words. You print the spelling words when I say them. 
The male peacock’s plumage. Print ‘plumage’ on the line. 
Read the sentence to me. The male peacock’s plumage is more beautiful 
than the female’s. 
If a penguin is threatened by a predator ’ on the line.. Print ‘predator  
Read the sentence to me. If a penguin is threatened by a predator it swims 
in a zig zag pattern to escape. 
Talons. Print ‘Talons’ on the line. Remember it is the start of the sentence so it 
needs something special. 
Read the sentence to me. Talons are very sharp claws that birds use to 
tear food. 
I found a feather. Print ‘feather’ on the line. 
Read the completed sentence. I found a feather that had fallen from an 
eagle’s tail. 
Water birds have webbed. Print ‘webbed’ on the line. 
Read the completed sentence. Water birds have webbed feet to help them 
swim. 
Some birds catch their prey. Print ‘prey’ on the line. 
Read the completed sentence. Some birds catch their prey using their long 
beaks. 

  Mark each spelling word in the test sentences by placing a tick above each 
correct letter. 

Store or scan and save the activity sheet. 

Tongue twisters 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – Three thrushes (from Day 4)

• activity sheet – Tongue twisters

Place the Three thrushes activity sheet on the table. 
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Do you know what a tongue twister is? Answers will vary. 
It’s a sentence where the words are difficult to read and you easily make 
mistakes, especially if you are reading quickly. Some of the sentences in this 
story are tongue twisters. 
Read the story and see if you can pick out any of the tongue twisting 
sentences. 

Ask the student to reread any sentences or parts of sentences he/she thinks are 
tongue twisters, eg Three thrushes were thrilled to fly over Thrace. The third thrush 
flew through the bushes 
Take turns to try to read/say those sentences/parts of sentences quickly. 
Place the Tongue twisters activity sheet on the table. 

Tongue twisters are sometimes made using nonsense or made up words. Let’s 
read the three nonsense words on this sheet.   

Read the three words with the student. 
Ask the student to trace the /thr/ in colour. 
Ask the student what he/she wants the words to mean. 
Ask the student to print a meaning for each word next to it, eg thrickle a gentle 
monster. 
Ask the student to make up two more /thr/ nonsense words and add them to the list. 
Ask the student to print a meaning for each word. 

Now it’s tongue twister time. We can use some of the nonsense words to make 
up tongue twisters. Listen to mine. The throzzie threw a thrickle at the thrab. 
Let’s take turns to say that quickly. 

Take two turns to quickly say the tongue twister.  
Try to say it quickly together. 

Here’s another one. I can thrab and thrickle in the throzzie. Let’s try it. 

Take two turns to quickly say the tongue twister. 
Try to say it quickly together. 

It’s your turn. Make up a tongue twister using some of the nonsense words and 
we’ll test it. 

Take two turns to quickly say the student’s tongue twister. 
Try to say it quickly together. 
Ask the student to print his/her tongue twister on the lines below the nonsense 
words. 
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Ask the student to make up and print another tongue twister. 
Try it out in the same way. 
If there are lines available, ask the student o make up a third tongue twister to print 
and test. 
Ask the student to work independently to read and  complete the drawing task. 

Store or scan and save the activity sheets. 

Fun with  print
Feathery facts 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – Feathery facts

• 3 or 4 feathers (collected or from a doona or pillow).

Place the feathers on the table. 

What do you see when you look at these feathers? Answers will vary, eg 
long, oval, black, blue, pointed end, line down the centre, floaty parts. 

Ask the student to pick up and touch and stroke each feather. 
Ask the student to describe how they feel. 
Ask the student to close his/her eyes. 
Take one of the student’s hands and stroke the palm or back with the feather. 
Ask the student to describe how it feels. 
Ask the student to guess which feather you used. 
Repeat using the remaining feathers. 
Tell the student which guesses were correct. 
Place the activity sheet on the table. 
Ask the student to read Professor Owl’s speech bubble. 
Read the information above the diagram with the student. Encourage the student to  
read as independently as possible. Discuss unknown words. 

Tell me three facts you know about feathers. Answers will vary. 
A feather has many parts. (Point to the word ‘vane’ on the diagram.) The 
vane is the largest part of the feather. (Trace from the section from the top of 
the feather down to the lowest, fluffy part.)  
Show me the vane on one of our feathers. 
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(Point to ‘hollow shaft’.) This is the hollow shaft. Look at where the arrow is 
pointing. 
Point to the hollow shaft or calamus on one of our feathers. 
(Point to the word ‘rachis’) The rest of the shaft is called a rachis. 
Point to the rachis on one of our feathers. 
The vane is made up of lots of thin spines called barbs (point to the word 
‘barbs’). Point to the barbs on one of our feathers. 
The barbs are woven together to make a solid piece. 
(Point to the word ‘afterfeathers’.) This word says ‘afterfeathers’. Look at where 
the arrow is pointing. 
Point to the afterfeathers on one of our feathers. 
The parts of a feather are very light. Why do you think that is? Answers will 
vary, to make it easier for the bird to fly. 
Birds have special bones to help them fly. The picture shows the inside of a 
bird bone. Read the information next to the picture. 
What is special about the bones? They are hollow and full of air. 

Store the activity sheet and feathers . 

Design-a-  bird
Materials: 
• activity sheet – Design-a-bird

• reading book – Bird bits

• other books with pictures of birds.

We have seen real birds and looked at pictures of birds. We have read about 
birds and their different parts. What body parts does a bird have? Answers 
will vary, eg wings, legs, feet, toes, claws or talons, webbing between 
toes, eyes, beak, nose holes, ear  holes, feathers, bones.

Place the activity sheet and book on the table. 
Ask the student to read the activity sheet title. 

What do you think you are going to do? Answers will vary, eg design, plan, 
draw, make a bird. 
Your bird will be created using the parts of other birds. Lose your eyes and 
picture this bird. It has a penguin head and an eagle beak. It has a pigeon neck 
and a budgerigar body. It had seagull wings and duck legs. 



Feathery friends Lesson notes   –  5 Day

© Department of Education Western Australia 2017 (Modified 2020) – ECEENGLISHYR1Set11 

46

It has vulture toes with talons. What do you think you are going to do? 
Answers will vary, eg design, plan, draw, make a bird. 
Your bird will be created using the parts of other birds. Lose your eyes and 
picture this bird. It has a penguin head and an eagle beak. It has a pigeon neck 
and a budgerigar body. It had seagull wings and duck legs. It has vulture toes 
with talons. 
What do you think of my made up bird? Answers will vary. 
Let’s get your bird designed. The first box is for the head. Do you have an idea 
or do you want to look through the books? Answers will vary. 

Encourage the student to use the books if he/she does not have an idea or wants to 
copy the shape of a head. 
Ask the student to draw the head inside the box and print the name of the bird. 

Think about beaks. Draw the one you want or look through the books for ideas. 
After you have drawn the beak, print the name of the bird it came from into the 
box. 

Encourage the student to work independently to complete each drawing and label in 
the same way. Give help if required. 

  The activity sheet will be used in the next activity. 
Store the books. 

My new bird 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – -a-Design bird (from previous activity)

• large sheet of paper (A3)
• art materials, eg pencils, crayons, felt tip pens.

Place the materials on the table. 

It’s time to put your bird together. You can draw it using coloured or printing 
pencil. Remember that a bird has two wings, legs, feet and eyes when you 
draw it. 
Draw your bird as large as you can on the paper. Leave some space for labels. 

The student works independently to draw and colour the bird. 

Store the drawing and activity sheet for use on Day 6. 
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Afternoon bird sounds 
Materials: 
• Bird diary (from Day 1)

• clipboard or book to lean on

• video camera.

Please complete this activity late in the afternoon. 
Ask the student to complete the Day and Date sections of the next new page. 

Let’s take a walk to find some birds to record in the diary. Remember to keep 
an eye out for signs of birds, like feathers and nests. We can look in the same 
places as yesterday or go somewhere else. What would you like to do? 
Answers will vary. 
We’ll also try to video some birds and their sounds. 

Explore the area chosen by the student. 
Complete the diary page as for Day 3, drawing a star beside the name/s of any new 
birds. 

  Help the student record any birds and/or bird sounds seen or heard. 
Return to the work area.  
Ask the student to turn  to the back of today’s Diary page. 
View the video. 
Ask the student to close his/her eyes while you play the video again. Ask him/her to 
listen carefully to the bird sounds. 
Ask the student to describe the sounds, eg chirp, soft, quack, cluck, ch ch ch, whistle. 
Ask the student to print the words (chirp, cheep etc) and sounds (ch ch ch) on the 
page. 

Store the Bird diary for use on Day 7. 
Save or delete the video. 
NOTE: During Week 2 the Bird diary is completed on Days 7 and 9 and the data is , 8 
collated on Day 10. There are extra pages in the diary so the student can record 
birds seen on other days if he/she wishes. 
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Tutor 
Reflection 
Please complete the rite your observations and comments   – Days 1 5 Reflection. W
about how capably the student worked on the  activities. 
Detailed information will provide the teacher with an insight into any strengths or 
weaknesses you have noticed as the student completed the activities each day.   

S  tore the Reflection for return with the set. 

Set return checklist 
Please complete the Set return checklist provided to ensure you have all the required 
items for Day stored or saved.5  

S  tore the checklist and complete it at the end of each lesson. 
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Day 6 
Collect and prepare the items listed on the Materials checklist.  
If the student has charts and cards from previous sets, these can be reused.
Reading texts (at the student’s reading level) for this set can be downloaded with the 
set materials or sourced from the following places: 

• your SIDE teacher

• SIDE Resource Centre
• your local library

• your personal library
• online book stores

• local book stores.

Materials checklist 
Activity sheets (please print) Check 

• Bird words

• Working together

• It’s my bird!

• A bird pudding 1 and 2

Resources 

• Lesson notes – 6Day 

• seeds growing on the plate (from Day 5)

• What do birds eat? (from Day 5)

• My Phonics book

• Design-a-bird (from Day 5)

• My new bird student drawing (from Day 5)– 

Reading books 

• Alice’s bird garden



Feathery friends Lesson notes   –  6 Day

© Department of Education Western Australia 2017 (Modified 2020) – ECEENGLISHYR1Set11 

50

Home resources 

• scissors

• envelope

• 5 paired items, eg salt and pepper shakers, knife and fork,
pencil and sharpener, shoe and sock, cup and saucer, pillow
and pillowcase, brush and comb

• glue

• ingredients and utensils as listed on Bird pudding 1 activity
sheet

• refrigerator

In short 
Grow check 1 
Materials: 
• seeds on plate (from Day 5)
• activity sheet – What do birds eat? (from Day 5)

Place the materials on the table. 
Ask the student to observe the seeds and look for any changes. 
Ask the student to draw and label a diagram in the ‘Growing check 1’ space, to show 
what he/she observed. 
Ask the student to check the cottonwool and add water if necessary. 

Ask the student to place the seeds in a sunny spot. 

Exploring words 
Bird words 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – Bird words

• scissors

• envelope.
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Move to an open space. 

Think about how birds move. 
Tell me some movements. Answers will vary, eg swim, walk, waddle, fly, 
swoop, glide. 
Show me a bird move and I’ll guess the word you are acting. 

The student acts out a movement and you guess. Answers will vary, eg fly, swim,  
waddle, walk, glide, swoop, dive, climb. 
Repeat four  times.

Think about how birds move. I have seen birds fly swiftly. How have you seen 
birds move? Answers will vary. 

Take turns to list as many words as possible to describe bird movement, eg 
gracefully, clumsily, still, sharply, quietly, lightly, happily. 

Your spelling words this week are called ‘bird words’. They describe the way 
birds move. Let’s see if you can work them out. 

Place the activity sheet on the table. 
Ask the student to cut out the letters and place them in piles for each letter. 

I’ll give you some clues to help you make the words. There are six words and 
they are all adverbs. What can you tell me about adverbs? Answers will vary. 
Adverbs describe verbs or doing words. These six words describe the way 
birds move. All these adverbs are made from a base word with the suffix ‘ly’ on 
the end. 
Make six ‘ly’ suffixes in a list down the table. Remember they are suffixes so 
you need to leave a space for each base word to fir in front of each suffix. 
Two of the base words begin with a rather unusual letter. We don’t use this 
letter very often. What do you think it is? q 
Place the /q/s in front of two of the suffixes. Leave space for the other letters in 
the words. 
What is /q/’s helper letter? u 
Place the /u/s next to both /q/s. 
What is a /qu/ word that might describe how birds fly? Answers will vary, eg 
quietly, quickly. 
The two words are ‘quietly’ and ‘quickly’. Use the letters to try to make the base 
words ‘quick’ and ‘quiet’. (Do not help.) 
Read the words to me. quickly, quietly 
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There is another spelling word that means ‘quietly’. It begins with /s/. Place the 
/s/ in front of a suffix. Leave space for the other letters in the word. 
What do you think the word is? Answers will vary. 
The word is ‘silently’. Make the base word ‘silent’. (Do not help.) 

If the student cannot make the word because he/she does not have the correct 
letters available, ask him/her to check the spelling of the previous words and take 
letters from them to make the new word.  
The previous words will need to be remade if letters were taken. 

Read the word to me. silently 
Another bird adverb begins with /s/. Place the /s/ in front of a suffix. Leave 
space for the other letters in the adverb. 
This adverb means very fast. What do you think it is? Answers will vary. 
The word is ‘swiftly’. Make the base word ‘swift’. (Do not help.) 

If the student cannot make the word because he/she does not have the correct 
letters available, ask him/her to check the spelling of the previous words and take 
letters from them to make the new word.  
The previous words will need to be remade if letters were taken. 

Read the word to me. swiftly 
The next adverb begins with a /g/. Place the /g/ in front of a suffix. Leave space 
for the other letters in the adverb. 
This word describes to way bird land on branches. It begins with the /j/ sound. 
What do you think it is? Answers will vary. 
The word is ‘gently’. Add letters to make ‘gently’. (Do not help.) 

If the student cannot make the word because he/she does not have the correct 
letters available, ask him/her to check the spelling of the previous words and take 
letters from them to make the new word.  
The previous words will need to be remade if letters were taken. 

Read the word to me. gently 
There is one word left. It begins with /s/ so put the /s/ in place. 
Before you make the word, let’s check your other words. 

Help the student check the spelling of the five words. If any are incorrect, help the 
student correct them. 

Look at the remaining letters. They make a word that means carefully. Move 
them around to see if you can make the word. 

Encourage the student to experiment with the letters until he/she makes ‘safely’. 
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Ask the student to read the word to you. safely 
Ask the student to read each word and put it into a sentence about birds movi  ng.
Ask the student to collect the letters for each word as you say it, and place them in 
the envelope.  
Say the words in a mixed order. 

Store the envelope for use on Day 7. 

Working together 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – Working together

• 5 paired items, eg salt and pepper shakers, knife and fork, pencil and sharpener,
shoe and sock, cup and saucer, pillow and pillowcase, brush and comb

• My Phonics book

• glue.

Spread the ten items on the table so they are not paired. 
Ask the student to name each item.  

Lots of things we use are paired with something else, like fish and chips. These 
ten items can be matched to make five pairs. Have a go at making the pairs 
that go together. 

The student pairs the items, experimenting until he/she is happy with the result. 
Ask the student to tell you the pairs. Answers will vary. 
Ask the student to tell you why he/she matched each item with its partner.  Answers 
will vary. 

Some pairs are easy to recognise because we are used to seeing or hearing 
them together, but some are not so easy. What would you pair a chicken with? 
Answers will vary, eg egg, hen, rooster. 
All those answers would be correct because you are making the connection 
between them. What would you pair a cake with? Answers will vary, eg 
birthday candles, oven, afternoon tea. 
All those answers are correct. I would pair a cake with (your choice). 
Let’s think of some pairs. They can be some we know or we can make them 
up. I can think of dad and mum. What can you think of? Answers will vary. 

Take turns to list four pairs each. 
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Think about spelling. /e/ and /r/ are partners. They work together to make the 
digraph /er/ fern. Tell me some other letters that work together. Answers will 
vary, eg /ir/, /ea/, /th/, /st/. 

Take turns to list four more pairs each, eg dr, ee. 
Place the activity sheet on the table. 

Look at the letters in the top box. Read and trace them. q, u 
/q/ is a letter that needs a lot of help so whenever you see /q/ you will see /u/. 
They work together. Sometimes you will see a name that has /q/ on its own, 
like Qantas. This is unusual in our language.  
What do the letters and symbols in the box say? q and/add u equals 
What do they equal? qu 
Print /qu/ after the equals sign. 
Draw arms and hands on your /q/ and /u/, showing them holding hands. 
Read the instructions below the box.  
Read all the words in the left column. (Help if required.) 
What can you tell me about those words? They all have /qu/ in them. 
Read all the words in the right column. These are the partner words. 
The first word in the left list is ‘queen’. Which word in the right list would work 
with ‘queen’? king 
Use a coloured pencil to draw a straight line between the words. 
Find the word ‘mosquito’. 
Which word could partner ‘mosquito’? sting 
Use a different coloured pencil to draw a straight line between the words. 
Read and match as many partners as you can. 

The student works independently. Help with reading if required. 
Help the student match any pairs he/she cannot work out. 
queen, king; question, answer; equator, map; quail, bird; quiche, eggs; 
mosquito, sting; quokka, Rottnest Island; barbeque, meat; quack, duck; 
earthquake, shaking; aquarium, fish 
Ask the student to explain the connections between each pair. Answers will vary 
eg, a question has an answer, a duck says quack.  

Glue the activity sheet into the phonics book. 
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Fun with print 
Label the bird 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – -a-Design bird (from Day 5)

• My new bird – student drawing (from Day 5).

Place the student drawing and activity sheet – -a-Design bird on the table. 

Your new bird looks amazing. It needs some labels to describe the parts. I’m 
looking at your bird’s beak. What bird did that beak come from? Answers will 
vary. The student can look on the activity sheet if he/she cannot 
remember. 

The student can rule a line to print labels if he/she wishes. 
Ask the student to print the beak label, eg toucan beak. 
Ask the student to label the remaining body parts. 

Do you remember that the birds on the zoo website had a common name and 
a scientific name? Answers will vary. 
The scientific name is usually long. It shows us how the bird families are 
related. What bird might your bird be related to? Answers will vary, eg 
flamingo because it has flamingo legs, pterodactyl because of the long 
beak. 
Think of a name that includes that bird family and print it on your drawing. You 
can spell it any way you like because it’s your scientific name. 
What will your bird’s common name be? It should be shorter than the scientific 
name. It might use some of the scientific name. 

Ask the student to think of a name for his/her bird and print it on the drawing. 

  Store or scan and save the activity sheet. 
The drawing will be used in the next activity. 

It’s my bird! 
Materials: 
• My new bird – student drawing (from previous activity)

• activity – sheet It’s my bird.
Place the student drawing and activity sheet on the table.
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Your bird is becoming real for us. It has a labelled drawing, a scientific name 
and a common name. Now you need to describe what it eats, where it lives 
and other information that could be included in a booklet about your bird. 
The activity sheet has some sentence starters. Let’s read each one and you 
can tell me what you might print. 

Read each sentence beginning and ask the student for ideas to finish the sentence. 
Prompt if required, eg look at your bird’s beak. What can it eat with a beak like that? 
The student independently rereads each sentence beginning and prints his/her 
endings. 
Ask the student to read the sentences to you. 

  Store or scan and save the activity sheet. 
Store the drawing for use in Day 9 activities. 

Alice’s bird garden 
Materials: 
• reading book – Alice’s bird garden

• comfortable place to sit.
Sit in a comfortable place with the reading book and the student.
Ask the student to read the book title and tell you what he/she thinks the story is 
about. Answers will vary. 
Ask the student to turn the pages of the book and tell you the story, using the 
pictures. 
Ask the student to read the story to you. Help where required. 
Ask the student to tell you the key events in the story. 

• Alice had a garden but the birds didn’t visit
• Alice decided to make a bird garden
• Her dad helped her make a bird table
• Her mum helped her make a bird pudding
• Alice used a bin to make a bird bath
• Nan helped Alice plant some bushes
• Lots of birds came to Alice’s bird garden.

Store the reading book. 
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A bird pudding 
Materials: 
• activity sheets – A bird pudding 1 and 2

• ingredients and utensils as listed on Bird pudding 1 activity sheet

• scissors

• refrigerator.

Place the materials on the table. 

Alice made a bird pudding and hung it in the garden. Th activity sheetese s  are
a procedure how to make a bird pudding. Let’s read it through so we telling us 
know what we need and what to do. 

The student reads the materials on A bird pudding 1 and checks he/she has 
everything listed. 
The student reads the steps. Help with reading if required. 
Encourage the student to follow the procedure. Help when required, eg melting the 
lard, putting the hole in the yoghurt container. 
The student completes the procedure to step 7. 

Tomorrow we’ll finish the bird pudding and hang it for the birds. Let’s clean up 
and store the materials. 

Store the activity sheets for Day 7 Extra birdseed will be needed on Day 7..  

Tutor 
Set return checklist 
Please complete the Set return checklist provided to ensure you have all the required 
items for Day stored or saved.6  

S  tore the checklist and complete it at the end of each lesson. 
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Day 7 
Collect and prepare the items listed on the Materials checklist.  
If the student has charts and cards from previous sets, these can be reused.

Materials checklist 
Activity sheets (please print) Check 

• Bird families

• Feed the birds 1 and 2

• Observing birds

Resources 

• Lesson notes –  7Day

• seeds growing on the plate (from Day 5)

• What do birds eat? (from Day 5)

• A bird pudding 2 (from Day 6)

• Bird pudding – made by student (from Day 6)

• Bird diary (from Day 1)

• Bird words in envelope (from Day 6)

• My Spelling journal (set up as described in the Tutor guide)

• dotted thirds lined paper

Reading books 

• information book about birds with pictures– 

• Alice’s bird garden

Home resources 

• bird seed

• scissors



Feathery friends Lesson notes   –  7 Day

© Department of Education Western Australia 2017 (Modified 2020) – ECEENGLISHYR1Set11 

59

• camera

• glue

• 2 large sheet of blank papers  (A3 or larger)

• computer with internet access

• video camera

• 1 litre milk carton

• string

In short 
Grow check 2 
Materials: 
• seeds on plate (from Day 5)
• activity sheet – What do birds eat? (from Day 5)

Place the materials on the table. 
Ask the student to observe the seeds and look for any changes. 
Ask the student to draw and label a diagram in the ‘Growing check ’ space, to show 2
what he/she observed. 
Ask the student to check the cottonwool and add water if necessary. 
Ask the student to place the seeds in a sunny spot. 

Store the activity sheet. 

Hanging the bird pudding 
• activity sheet – A bird pudding 2 (from Day 6)
• bird pudding (from Day 6)

• bird seed

• scissors
• camera

• Bird diary (from Day 1).
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Place the materials on the table. 
Ask the student to read and follow steps 8 to 10 of the procedure. Help as required. 

Take a photograph of the student holding or next to the hanging bird pudding. 

During breaks we will check the bird pudding to see if any birds are eating it. 

Ask the student to complete the day and date on the next Bird diary page. 
When the bird pudding is checked, (eg at morning tea, lunch, mid -afternoon and 
evening) ask the student to record any birds he/she sees on or around it. 

Save the photograph into the Set folder 

Exploring words 
Bird shapes 
Materials: 
• Bird words in envelope (from Day 6)

• glue

• large sheet of blank paper
• coloured pencils.

Ask the student to place the letters on the table. 
Place the sheet of paper in landscape orientation, on the table. 

This sheet of paper represents the sky. Six birds are flying across the sky. 
One bird is flying very high. Close your eyes and imagine the shape the bird 
makes as it flies. 
Draw the shape using a single pencil line. 

Eg 

This bird is flying silently. Use the letters to make the word ‘silently’. 

Help the student check the completed word is correct. 
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Ask the student to glue the letters on top of the bird shape he/she has drawn. 

Ask the student to spell the completed word aloud. 

One bird is flying very low. Close your eyes and imagine the shape the bird 
makes as it flies. 
Draw the shape using a single pencil line. 
This bird is flying quickly. Use the letters to make the word ‘quickly’. 

Help the student check the completed word is correct. 
Ask the student to glue the letters on top of the bird shape he/she has drawn. 
Ask the student to spell the completed word aloud. 
Continue in the same way, until all words have been glued onto a bird movement 
shape.  
Possible bird shapes: swooping, diving, soaring, resting on the breeze. 

Display or store the bird shape picture. 

Bird families 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – Bird families

• book about birds
• computer with internet access

• scissors
• glue

• My Spelling journal.

Think about the people in your family. Who are they? Answers will vary, eg 
mum, dad, sister, brother, aunt, uncle, cousins, grandparents. 
Mum, dad, sister, brother, aunt, uncle, cousin, and grandparent are all special 
names we give to the people in our families Some of these people are male, . 
boys or men and some are female, girls or women. 
Birds have special names for the birds in their families. Usually the females are 
called females and the males are males but some bird families are different.  

s i l
e 

n t l y
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A male duck is a drake and a male peafowl is a peacock. 
Most baby birds are called chicks however some have special names. Do you 
know any baby birds that have special names? Answers will vary, eg 
ducklings, chickens. 
Let’s investigate to find out some of the bird family special names. Look at the 
activity sheet. 
Read the names of the birds in the boxes. duck, owl, turkey, eagle, goose, 
peacock, crane, swan, puffin, dove 
Look at the ‘duck’ information box. 
(Point to the word ‘drake’.) Drake is the name of a male or boy duck. 
(Point to the word ‘drake’.) Duck is the name of a female or girl duck. 
(Point to the word ‘duckling’.) Duckling is the name of a baby duck. 
Let’s see how many 
We will research the male, female and baby names used in the other bird 
families. Let’s begin by filling in any information we know. 

Discuss each bird and help the student complete known information. 
Help the student look through the bird book to locate more information for the table. 
Help the student use a search engine on the computer to locate information. The 
student can type generic terms, eg ‘owls’ or a question, eg what is a baby owl called? 
Suggested websites: 

• enchanted learning.com/animal babies

• thespruce.com/namesofbabybirds
Ask the student to draw a picture of the bird or baby bird where one has not been 
provided. 
If information cannot be located, the space can be left blank. 
Ask the student to cut out each bird information box along the dashed lines. 
Ask the student to place the boxes in alphabetical order (of bird name) across the top 
of the table. crane, dove, duck, eagle, goose, owl, peafowl, puffin, swan, turkey 
Ask the student to find the ‘c’ page in the spelling journal and glue the ‘crane’ 
information box onto the page. 
Ask the student to find the ‘d’ page in the spelling journal and glue the ‘dove’ and 
‘duck’ information boxes onto the page. 
Ask the student to work independently to glue the information boxes onto the correct 
pages in the spelling journal. 

Store the spelling journal. 
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Fun with  print
Back in Alice’s bird garden 
Materials 
• reading book – Alice’s bird garden

• large sheet of paper (A3 or larger)

• sheet of lined paper

• drawing materials
• video camera.

Place the materials on the table. 
Help the student fold the sheet of paper into 8 rectangles. 
Place the paper in landscape orientation on the table. 
Ask the student to print the title of the reading book and the word ‘story map’ into the 
first rectangle on the top row. 

Can you tell me anything about story maps? Answers will vary, eg pictures 
that show the main events in a story, pictures are in story order, pictures 
are joined using arrows.  
You will make a story map to show the main events in the Alice’s bird garden 
book. Let’s read the book together. We can take turns to read a page each.  
Yesterday when you read the book you told me the key events in the story. 
Read the story silently and work out the key events again. Print some words on 
the lined paper to remind you of the events. Print a new event on a new line. 

The student works independently to complete the task. Answers will vary, eg 
• Alice had a garden but the birds didn’t visit
• Alice decided to make a bird garden
• Her dad helped her make a bird table
• Her mum helped her make a bird pudding
• Alice used a bin to make a bird bath
• Nan helped Alice plant some bushes
• lots of birds came to Alice’s bird garden.

Ask the student to count his/her key events. If there are more than seven, discuss the 
events and help the student can decide on any that can be left out. If there are less 
than seven, ask the student to look through the book and add the number required. 
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Draw a picture in the rectangle next to the title, to show your first key event. 
Continue along the row, drawing pictures to represent your second and third 
key events. 
Let’s join the first two events together to show their sequence. What will you 
do? Answers will vary, eg draw an arrow from the first event picture to the 
second event picture. 
Draw your arrow. 
Now use an arrow to join the event two to event three to show their sequence. 
Event four is drawn in the rectangle below event three. Draw your picture in 
that rectangle. 
Now use an arrow to join the event three to event four. 
Event five is drawn in the rectangle next to event four. Draw your picture in that 
rectangle. 
Draw an arrow to join the event four to event five. 
Point to the rectangle where you will draw event 6. (next to event 5) 
Point to the rectangle where you will draw event 7. (next to event 6) 
Draw your last two event pictures. 

Ask the student to join the last rectangles using arrows. 

Now you can use the story map to tell the story on video. How will you 
introduce the video? Answers will vary, eg my name, set and day, I’m 
going to tell you the story of Alice’s bird garden. 
Practise the introduction while I get the video camera ready. 

  Record the student’s introduction. 
Ask the student to practise telling the story, using the story map. 

  Record the student’s story telling. Ensure the story map can be seen clearly 
during the video or as a close up at the end. 

  Store the video recording into the Set folder. 
Display the story map. 
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Feed the birds 
Materials: 
• activity sheets – Feed the birds 1 and 2

• 1 litre milk carton

• bird seed

• string
• scissors

• camera.
Place the activity sheet on the table.
Ask the student to read the title. Feed the birds

Look at both activity sheets. What can you tell me about them? Answers will 
vary, eg pictures, text, instructions, procedure, making a bird feeder. 
Read the first heading. Aim 
What is an aim? Answers will  vary.
An aim is something you want to do or achieve. Read the text below the 
heading. To make a bird feeder 
What do we want to do? make a bird feeder 
Read the second heading. What I need 
What does this mean? the things we need to make the bird feeder 
What do we need? string, scissors, milk carton, bird seed 
Read the third heading. What I have to do 
What does this mean? the steps to follow to make the bird feeder 
How many steps are there? seven 
Look at each step, look at the picture and read the instruction. (Help with 
reading if required.) 
Do you understand the instructions? Answers will vary. (If no, explain the 
instruction.) 
You can follow the instructions yourself. Begin by checking you have the things 
you need. 
Are you ready? yes 

Encourage the student to complete the task independently, checking the procedure 
as he/she works. Help with tasks when required. 

Take a photograph of the student standing next to the bird feeder. 

Save the photograph into the Set folder. 
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Observing birds 
Materials: 
• a place to observe birds eg garden with bird feeder.
• book about birds

• computer with internet access
• activity sheet – Observing birds.

In this activity you will find and record information about three different birds. 
You can find the information by observing the birds around our house, looking 
in books or on the internet. 

Place the activity sheet on the table. 
Ask the student to read the headings in the table. 

The headings tell you the information you need to find about each bird. You 
can print words or draw pictures, or do both to record the information. Which 
three birds would you like to use? Answers will vary. 
Print the name of each bird in a space in the first column. 

The student can use one or more of the information sources, observation, books or 
the internet. 
If the student needs help to use the internet, please assist, eg by helping him/her use 
the ‘images’ tab. Do not locate the information for him/her. 
The student works as independently as possible to complete the table. 
Ask the student to use the information table to tell you how each bird is different or 
the same as another. 

Store or scan and save the activity sheet. 

Tutor 
Set return checklist 
Please complete the Set return checklist provided to ensure you have all the required 
items for Day stored or saved.7  

S  tore the checklist and complete it at the end of each lesson. 



Feathery friends Lesson notes   –  8 Day

© Department of Education Western Australia 2017 (Modified 2020) – ECEENGLISHYR1Set11 

67

Day 8 
Collect and prepare the items listed on the Materials checklist.  
If the student has charts and cards from previous sets, these can be reused.

Materials checklist 
Activity sheets (please print) Check 

• Bird moves

• Spelling tricks

• Wormy words

• How to make a …

Resources 

• Lesson notes – 8Day 

• My Phonics book

• bird pudding (in garden (from Day 6)

• bird feeder in garden (from Day 7)

• Bird diary (from Day 1)

• dotted thirds lined paper

Home resources 

• glue

• scissors

• camera

• student dictionary

• wire coat hanger

• recycled materials, eg aluminium trays, plastic containers,
string, tape, milk carton or bottle

• blank sheet of A4 paper

• clipboard or similar to lean on
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In short 
Bird moves 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – Bird moves

• glue

• scissors.
Ask the student to stand in an open space.

Show me how a bird moves when it shuffles. 
Show me how a bird moves when it runs. 

Continue in the same way, asking the student to show you how a bird moves when it 
swoops, hovers, flaps, dives, waddles, soars, flits, walks, scratches and glides. 
Ask the student to come to the work table. 
Place the activity sheet on the table. 

These sentences have missing words. Each word describes the way the bird  
moves. 
Read the sentences, clapping when there is a line. (Help if required.) 
The missing words are in the table at the bottom of the page. Read each word. 
(Help if required.) 
Some of these words will fit into more than one sentence so you need to 
choose the word that best fits into the sentence. 

Ask the student to cut out the words and place them on the table. 

Read the first sentence. Ducks (clap) in the long grass. 
How could the ducks be moving in the long grass? Answers will vary, eg 
waddle, walk, run, shuffle, scratch. 
Place your chosen word into the box. 
Read the second sentence. Clap when you see a line for a missing word. 
Which word would best fit into that sentence? Answers will vary, eg swoop, 
dive, flap. 
Place your chosen word into the box. 

Guide the student through the reading and selecting the word for the third sentence.  
Encourage the student to complete the other sentences independently. Help with 
reading if required. 
The student can change the words as they work through the sentences.  
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Ask the student to read each completed sentence to check he/she is satisfied with 
the final sentences. Answers will vary. 
Ask the student to glue the chosen words into their boxes. 
Ask the student to read the sentences. 

Store the activity sheet for use on Day 9. 

Exploring words 
Spelling tricks 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – Spelling tricks.

We know it helps to know some spelling tricks when we are spelling words that 
can’t be sounded easily. Let’s find some spelling tricks for your bird words. 

Place the activity sheet on the table. 

Read the first word swiftly 
The heading in the first column says ‘Syllables’. What do you know about 
syllables? Answers will vary, eg each syllable has a vowel, parts of a 
word. 
Say the word again and count the syllables. swift ly 2 syllables 
Print the syllables into the space. Draw a slash to show the two syllables. 
swift / ly  
The spelling trick is to break the word into syllables. 
Can you see any blends or suffixes? sw and ly 
Print the word in the next space. 
Trace the blend and suffix using a coloured pencil. 
That’s another trick; look for blends, digraphs, prefixes or suffixes. 
Sound the word. Answers will vary, eg s w i f t ly, sw i ft ly 
Print the word with a space between the letters to show how you sounded it. 
Read the second word quietly 
Say the word again and count the syllables. qui et ly 3 syllables 
Print the syllables into the space. Draw a slash to show the two syllables. 
qui / et / ly  
Can you see any blends, digraphs or suffixes? qu and ly 



Feathery friends Lesson notes   –  8 Day

© Department of Education Western Australia 2017 (Modified 2020) – ECEENGLISHYR1Set11 

70

Print the word in the next space. 
Trace the digraph and suffix using a coloured pencil. 
Sound the word. Answers will vary, eg qu i e t ly, qu i et ly 
Print the word with a space between the letters to show how you sounded it. 

Guide the student to complete the table using the same steps. 

 Bird word  Syllables Blends, digraphs 
(answers may vary) 

Sound it 
(answers may vary) 

 swiftly swift / ly sw i ft ly sw i  ft ly

 quietly iet qui / et / ly qu  ly qu i e  t ly

 quickly quick / ly iqu   ck ly qu i ck ly 

silently  silent si / lent / ly ly s i l e n  t ly

 safely safe / ly s f  a   e ly s a f e ly 

 gently gent  gent / ly ly g e n  t ly

Store or scan and save the activity sheet. 

Wormy words 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – Wormy words

• scissors
• pencil

• dictionary

• wire coat hanger
• camera
• My phonics book

• glue.

We have explored /ir/ bird and now it’s time to look at another /ir/ digraph. This 
digraph is interesting because it usually has /w/ as a helper letter.  



Feathery friends Lesson notes   –  8 Day

© Department of Education Western Australia 2017 (Modified 2020) – ECEENGLISHYR1Set11 

71

Listen to these words. Work, word, worth, homework, worship, worm. 
Did you hear the /w/ before the /er/ sound? Answers will vary. 

Place the activity sheet on the table. 
Ask the student to look at the title. 

(Point to ‘Wormy’.) Let’s say this word slowly.  w /er/ m y wormy 
(Point to Let’s say this word slowly. ‘Words’.) w /er/ d s words 
Read the title and tell me the letters that make the /er/ sound. Wormy words, 
o and r make the /er/ sound.
You can print some /or/ worm words into the worms. You need a coloured
pencil for the digraph and a printing pencil for the other letters.
Print ‘worm’ into one of the worms.
Print ‘word’ into one of the worms.
Listen to this word. w or l d. What is it? world 
Print ‘world’ into one of the worms. 
Print ‘work’ into one of the worms. 
Print ‘work’ into one of the worms. 
An ‘earthworm’ is a type of worm. I’ll help you spell it as you print it into a 
worm. 

Help the student spell ‘earth’ and ask him/her to spell ‘worm’ independently. 
Ask the student to sound and print ‘worth’, ‘wormhole’ and ‘wormery’. 
Ask the student to read each word and tell you what it means. Help the student use 
the dictionary to find the meaning of any unknown words. 
Ask the student to cut out the worms. 
Help the student curl the worms by rolling each one around a pencil. 

Choose and read one worm. Answers will vary. 
Hang the worm on the wire coat hanger. 
I’ll choose a worm, read the word and hang it on the coat hanger. 

Continue until all the worms have been read and hung. 

Let’s see if we can make a rope of hanging worms. Take a worm from the  
hanger. 
Read it and hook it onto another worm on the hanger. 
Choose another worm. 



Feathery friends Lesson notes   –  8 Day

© Department of Education Western Australia 2017 (Modified 2020) – ECEENGLISHYR1Set11 

72

Read it and hang it onto the worm you just read. Now you have three hanging 
worms. 
Keep choosing, reading and hanging worms until you have them all hanging 
like a rope on the coat hanger. 

  Take a photograph of the student holding the worm rope. 
Ask the student to open to a new page in the Phonics book. 
Ask the student to print ‘/or/ worm’ on the page (any position) 
Ask the student to glue the worms onto the page. 

  Save the photograph into the Set folder. 
Store the phonics book. 

Fun with  print
Check the bird feeders 
Materials: 
• bird pudding in garden (from Day 6)– 

• bird feeder – 7)in garden (from Day 

• bird seed
• Bird diary (from Day 1).

During breaks we will check the bird feeder and bird pudding to see if any birds  
are eating from them. You may need to throw out the seed husks and add 
more seed to the bird feeder . 

Ask the student to complete the day and date on the next Bird diary page. 
When the bird feeder and bird pudding  are checked, (eg at morning tea, lunch, mid-
afternoon and evening) ask the student to record any birds he/she sees on or around 
it. 
Help the student remove the empty seed husks and add more seed, if required. 

Store the Bird diary for use on Day 9. 
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Bird bath 
Materials: 
• recycled materials, eg aluminium trays, plastic containers, string, tape, milk

carton or bottle

• scissors
• glue

• camera.

Place the materials on the table. 

You have made two bird feeders. What else do birds need, especially in 
summer? water 
I’d like you to make a bird bath or drinking container that we can hang from a 
tree. You can use these materials and any others you might like. 
Close your eyes and think about what you would like your bird bath to look like. 
Think about how deep you want it to be. 
Think about how you will hang it on the tree branch. 
Think about what you might need to make it. 
Open your eyes and look at the materials.  
You can begin making your bird bath. Let me know if you need any other 
materials or you want me to hold or cut something for you.  

The student works independently to make the model. Help with cutting, holding or 
gluing if required.  

  Take two or three photographs of the student making the bird bath and one of 
the completed bird bath. 
Help the student hang and fill the completed bird bath. 
If the bird bath is not successful, discuss why with the student. 
Ask the student for suggestions to modify the bird bath. 
Help the student modify and rehang the bird bath. 

If the bird bath was modified, please take another photograph. 

Store the photogrpahs in the Set folder. 
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Bird bath diagram 
Materials: 
• blank sheet of A4 paper
• clipboard or similar to lean on

• drawing materials

• access to bird bath made in the previous activity.

Ask the student to sit somewhere he/she can see the bird bath. The student should 
be able to sit so he/she can draw while resting on the clipboard or a table. 
Give the student the sheet of paper and clipboard, in a landscape orientation. 
Ask the student to print his/her name, ‘Set 11 Day 8’ and ‘bird bath diagram’ along 
the top of the page. 

We need a labelled diagram of your bird bath. When you draw the diagram, 
make it as large as you can on the page. Remember to leave space for the 
labels. 

The student works independently to create the labelled diagram. 

The diagram will be used in the next activity. 

How to make a … 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – How to make a …

• dotted thirds lined paper if required

• labelled diagram from the previous activity. 

You made a bird pudding and a bird feeder. How did you know how to make 
them? Answers will vary, eg I had instructions, pictures, procedure. 
Did you have a procedure to make your bird bath? No 
How did you know how to make it? Answers will vary, eg I thought about it 
and made a plan in my head. 
Someone else might like to make your bird bath so let’s write a procedure so 
they know how to do it. 

Place the activity sheet on the table. 



Feathery friends Lesson notes   –  8 Day

© Department of Education Western Australia 2017 (Modified 2020) – ECEENGLISHYR1Set11 

75

Read the headings on the activity sheet. Aim, What is needed, What to do 
Where have you seen these headings before? on the bird feeder procedure 
What will you print in the ‘aim’ section? Answers will vary, eg to make a bird 
bath 
Print your aim. 
What do you need to put in the next section? the materials I used 
You can print the names or draw pictures. If you draw pictures you will need to 
label them too. Fill in the section. 

The student can use the bird bath diagram as a reference. 

What do you need to put in the next section? the steps, how I made it 
What was the first thing you did? Answers will vary. 

Continue to lead the student through the steps, using the sequencing terminology, ie 
second, third, fourth etc. 

Draw a number one on the first line below the heading. You must remember to 
number each step or instruction. We use phrases to write a procedure. We 
start with a capital letter and finish with a full stop. 
What is your first instruction? Answers will vary, eg Lay the milk carton on 
one side. 
Well done. You started with a verb or action word. Print your phrase. 
Remember to use punctuation. 
What do you print next? a two on the next line 
Print the number two. 
What is your second instruction? Answers will vary, eg Cut out one side of 
the carton. 
Well done. You started with a verb or action word again. Print your phrase. 
Remember to use punctuation. 
What do you print next? a three on the next line 
Print the number three. 
You can continue to write your procedure. 

The student works independently to write the procedure. Prompt with questions if 
necessary. 
If required, the student can complete the procedure on lined paper. 
Ask the student to read the completed procedure and add numbers and punctuation 
if required. 

Store or scan and save the labelled diagram and procedure. 
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Tutor 
Set return checklist 
Please complete the Set return checklist provided to ensure you have all the required 
items for Day stored or saved.8  

S  tore the checklist and complete it at the end of each lesson. 
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Day 9 
Collect and prepare the items listed on the Materials checklist.  
If the student has charts and cards from previous sets, these can be reused.

Materials checklist 
Activity sheets (please print) Check 

• Bird words game

• /ir/ or /or/?

• Into Alice’s bird garden

Resources 

• Lesson notes – Day 9

• Bird moves (from Day 8)

• Bird feeders – in garden

• Bird diary (from Day 1)

• Seeds growing on plate (from Day 5)

• What do birds eat (from Day 5)

• My new bird student drawing (from Day 5)– 

• dotted thirds lined paper

Reading books 

• Alice’s bird garden

Home resources 

• scissors

• video camera

• birdseed

• die

• button or counter for each player
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In short 
Let’s record 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – Bird moves (from Day 8)

• scissors

• video camera.
Place the activity sheet on the table.
Ask the student to read each completed sentence.
Ask the student to cut each sentence strip from the page.

These sentences make a poem. The poem is made from pairs of sentences 
that rhyme. 
Read and sort the sentences into rhyming pairs. 

Ask the student to read the pairs of rhyming sentences. 

The last pair of sentences in the poem is the one about the emu, followed by 
the one that finishes with an exclamation mark. Place these sentences in front 
of you, with the emu sentence above the other one. 
The order of the other rhyming sentences is your choice. Experiment with the 
sentence pairs until you have the order you like. 

Ask the student to read the finished poem. 

Let’s make a video of you reading your poem. Begin by planning an 
introduction. What can you say? Answers will vary, eg my name, Set and 
Day. 
Practise your introduction. 

  Record the student saying his/her introduction. 
Ask the student to read the poem silently and think of a title. 

  Record the student saying the poem name and reading the poem. 
Finish the recording with a close up shot of the poem. 

   Save the recording into the Set folder. 
Discard the poem sentences. 
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Exploring words 
Bird feeders and diary 
Materials: 
• bird pudding – hanging in garden (from Day 6)
• bird feeder – hanging in garden (from Day 7)

• bird seed
• Bird diary (from Day 1).

During breaks we will check the bird feeder and bird pudding to see if any birds 
are eating from them. You may need to throw out the seed husks and add 
more seed to the bird feeder. 

Ask the student to complete the day and date on the next Bird diary page. 
When the bird feeder and bird pudding are checked, (eg at morning tea, lunch, mid -
afternoon and evening) ask the student to record any birds he/she sees on or around 
it. 
Help the student remove the empty seed husks and add more seed, if required. 

Store the Bird diary for use on Day 10. 

Bird words game 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – Bird words game

• die

• button or counter for each player.

Place the materials on the table. 

This game will help us learn to spell your bird words. What can you see on the 
game board? Answers will vary, eg game board, track, spelling words, 
instructions, chicken, hen, chickens in nest. 

Ask the student to read each word on the track. 
Ask the student to read the instructions. 
The winner of each game colours one chick in the nest. 
Play the game twice. 

Store the game sheet and encourage the student to play with other people.  
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/ir/ or /or/? 
Materials: 
• activity sheet - /ir/ or /or/?

Place the activity sheet on the table.

How many digraphs do you know that say /er/? Answers will vary, eg /er/ 
fern, /ir/ bird, /ur/ church, /or/ worm. 
Look at Professor Owl on the activity sheet. What is he saying? 

Help the student read the speech bubble if required. 

Which two /er/ digraphs are you using in the activity? /ir/ bird, /or/ worm 
Tell me the name of each picture. Remember it must be an /er/ word. worm, 
circle, giraffe, birthday, world, thirteen, shirt, work 
The next column is called ‘my try’. This is where you try to spell the picture 
names. Have a go. 

The student works independently on the task. 

Let’s check your work. Choose a coloured pencil. 
The first word is worm. Did you spell worm using /or/? Answers will vary. 

The student draws a tick above the digraph if it is correct. He/she does not make a 
mark if it is incorrect.  

The second word is circle. Did you use /ir/ to spell  circle? Answers will vary.

The student draws a tick above the digraph if it is correct. He/she does not make a 
mark if it is incorrect.  
Continue the spelling and marking until all the words have been checked. 

How many digraphs did you use correctly? Answers will vary. 
Let’s check all the letters in the words where you used the correct digraph. 
Which word has your first correct digraph? Answers will vary, eg worm. 
Let’s see if you have all the letters correct. You should have printed w o r m. 
Did you print those letters? Answers will vary. 

The student draws a star at the end of the word if it is correct. He/she does not make 
a mark if it is incorrect.  
Continue the spelling and marking until all the words with correct digraphs have been 
checked. 
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How many words did you spell correctly? Answers will vary. 
In the third column you can print the words you didn’t get quite right. 

Help the student any incorrect words (either wrong digraph or incorrect correctly print 
other letters) in the third column. 

Store or scan and save the activity sheet. 

Fun with  print
Grow check 3 
Materials: 
• seeds on plate (from Day 5)
• activity sheet – What do birds eat? (from Day 5).

Place the materials on the table. 
Ask the student to observe the seeds and look for any changes. 
Ask the student to draw and label a diagram in the ‘Growing check 3’ space, to show 
what he/she observed. 

  Store or scan and save the activity sheet. 
Discard the seeds or keep them if the student wishes to make more observations. 

Reading Alice’s  bird garden
Materials: 
• reading book – Alice’s bird garden

• video camera.
Ask the student to sit somewhere comfortable and silently read Alice’s bird garden.

Today you will read four pages from Alice’s bird garden and I will video you. 
Look through the book and choose the pages you would like to read. 

Encourage the student to select four consecutive pages. 
Ask the student to practise reading the pages aloud. Remind the student to try to be 
fluent and expressive. 

  When the student is ready, ask him/her to the recording with his/her begin 
name, Set 11, Day 9. 
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  Ask the student to read the name of the book and then read the selected 
pages while you make the recording. 
View the recording with the student and give positive feedback about fluency and 
expression. 

Save the video recording into the Set folder. 

Into Alice’s bird garden 
Materials: 
• reading book – Alice’s bird garden

• activity sheet – Into Alice’s bird garden.

Place the materials on the table. 

This activity sheet is an information hunt. You might know the answers or you 
can hunt for them in the book. Read Professor Owl’s instructions. Shade the 
bubble that matches each correct answer.  
Look down to the instruction at the bottom of the page. Read it. Draw a picture 
of Alice’s finished bird garden. 
When you complete that task, make sure you include everything Alice put into 
her bird garden. Use the pictures and text in the book to help you. 

The student works independently to complete the activity sheet. 

Mark the work. 
Why was Alice’s garden quiet? Hardly any birds visited her garden. 
What did Alice decide to do? Alice decided to make a bird garden. 
Who helped Alice? Dad, Mum and Nan 
Tick each item that the student has included in the garden picture: 
bird table, bird pudding in a tree, scraps on the bird table, bird bath, plants 
(more than one) 

  Store or scan and save the activity sheet. 
Store the reading book. 
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Queen of the birds 
Materials: 
• My new bird -  student drawing (from Day 5)

• dotted thirds lined paper.

Ask the student to rule a margin on the left side of the lined paper and print the date 
into the margin. 
Ask the student to print his/her name on the top line. 
Ask the student to print ‘Set 11 Day 9 Queen of the birds’ on the next line. 

Your bird is Queen of the birds because it is spectacular and unique. Think 
about why it is the queen of the birds. Think about its appearance, personality 
and what it does. 
Tell me some things about your bird’s appearance that makes it Queen of the 
birds. Answers will vary, eg shiny feathers, huge colourful wings. 
Tell me some things about your bird’s personality that makes it Queen of the 
birds. Answers will vary, eg laughs a lot, friendly, helps other birds, wise. 
Tell me some things that your bird does that make it Queen of the birds.  
Answers will vary, eg flies higher than other birds, has a beautiful song, 
can change colour to camouflage itself. 
Tell me one other amazing thing about your bird. Answers will vary. 
There are many birds in the world and not everyone will think your bird is the 
Queen. You need to write an explanation telling them why your bird is the 
Queen. You should include all the facts you told me, and anything else you can 
think of. 
Let’s being the first sentence. Print ‘My (name of bird) is Queen of the bird 
because’ 

Remind the student to use capitals and full stops. 
The student works independently to write the explanation. 
The student uses his/her known spelling strategies to spell unknown words. 
Prompt the student with questions if he/she cannot remember the ideas he told you, 
eg what did you say about your bird’s personality? 
Ask the student to read the explanation silently and add any missing punctuation if 
required. 
Ask the student to read the explanation to you. 

  Store or scan and save the student drawing and writing. 
The drawing can be photographed if it is too large to scan. 
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Tutor 
Set return checklist 
Please complete the Set return checklist provided to ensure you have all the required 
items for Day stored or saved.9  

S  tore the checklist and complete it at the end of each lesson. 
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Day 10 
Collect and prepare the items listed on the Materials checklist.  
If the student has charts and cards from previous sets, these can be reused.

Materials checklist 
Activity sheets (please print) Check 

• Using bird words

• Opposite pairs

• Professor Owl biscuits 1 and 2

• Beaut birds

• Reflection sheet Days 6 – 10

Resources 

• Lesson notes – Day 10

• dotted thirds lined paper

• My Phonics book

• Bird diary (from Day 1)

Home resources 

• scissors

• glue

• camera

• scanner (optional)

• ingredients and utensils as listed on Professor Owl biscuits 1
activity sheet

• counters or buttons
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In short 
Feathery friends news 
Materials: 
• dotted thirds lined paper.

Place the paper  on the table.
Help the student rule a margin down the left side of the page. 
Ask the student to print the date in the margin. 
Ask the student to print his/her name on the top line. 
Ask the student to print ‘Set 11 Day 10 Feathery friends news’ below his/her name. 

Today you will print a feathery friend news item because we have been 
investigating our feathery friends. What has been the most interesting fact you 
have discovered? Answers will vary. 
What is the most interesting thing you have seen working on the Set  while ? 
Answers will vary. 
Tell me some places you have seen birds. Answers will vary, eg zoo, beach, 
bush walk. 
Before we worked on this set, did you have any experiences with birds? 
Answers will vary. 
Tell me about one of them. Answers will vary, eg we found a hurt 
kookaburra and took it to the vet. 
Think about your feathery friend news. It should be a real news event that 
happened to you or someone else and a bird. Perhaps the event is just about 
birds and no people in it. 
Tell me your news. Answers will vary. 

Prompt the student if he/she does not include who, when, where and what for the 
story. 
On the lined paper, print about  
Ask the student to print some sentences to tell about the event. 
The student works independently to complete the sentences.  
Ask the student to silently read the story and add any capitals or full stops that might 
be missing. 
Ask the student to read the story to you. 

Store or scan and save the activity sheet. 
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Exploring words 
Using bird words 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – Using bird words.

Place the activity sheet on the table. 

When you look at the activity sheet, what do you see? Sentences with 
missing words. 
The missing words are your bird words read the story. We’ll  together and you 
see if you can tell me what the missing words are. 

Encourage the student to read the story independently and guess the missing words. 

I’ll read the story and tell you the missing words. You print them into the 
spaces. Then we can see how many you guessed correctly. 
Have your pencil ready to print. The owl flew  silently. Print ‘silently’. 
Through the night. The breeze blew gently. Print ‘gently’. 
On his feathers. A little black mouse ran quietly. Print ‘quietly’. 
Across the grass. The owl saw the mouse and swiftly. Print swiftly. 
Swooped towards it. He was too late. The mouse had quickly. Print ‘quickly’. 
Slipped into a tunnel. He was safely. Print ‘safely’. 
Inside his house. 
Read the story to me. 
How many words did you guess correctly? Answers will vary. 

Tick each spelling word that is spelled correctly.  

Store or scan and save the activity sheet. 

Opposite pairs 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – Opposite pairs

• scissors

• glue

• My Phonics book.
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Place the activity sheet on the table. 
Take turns to read the words in the columns. 
Help the student cut out the word cards along the dashed lines. 
Place the words face up on the table. 

These words can be paired with an opposite. What can you tell me about 
opposites? Answers will vary, eg two things that are very different. 
Can you think of two things that are or mean the opposite? Answers will vary, 
eg stop, go; on, off. 
Look at the word cards. (Point to ‘asleep’.) This says ‘asleep’. Look at the word 
cards and find the opposite. a  wake
Put the cards together and place them on the table. 
Choose a word and I’ll find the opposite. 

Continue taking turns to choose cards and find the opposites until they are all paired. 
Mix and spread the word cards on the table. 
Ask the student to open to a double blank page in the phonics book. 
Ask the student to print ‘opposites’ on the centre of the two pages. 
Ask the student to find a pair and glue them together on the page. 
The student continues to pair the words and glue them on the page until all the cards 
have been used. 

Store the phonics book. 

Fun with print 
Bird diary data 
Materials: 
• Bird diary (from Day 1)

• dotted thirds lined paper

• camera or scanner.

Place the materials on the table. 
Ask the student to fold the page to make two columns. 
Ask the student to draw a rule a coloured line along the fold. 

Today we’ll collate or organise the information in your diary so we can see how 
many different birds you saw and when you saw them.  
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Open to the first page in your diary. What birds did you see? Answers will 
vary. 
Print their names in a list in the first column. 
In the second column, draw a tally mark next to each name. This shows you 
saw each bird on the first day. 

eg 

hen I 

duck I 

galah I 

Turn to the next page in your diary. Look at the list of birds you saw. 
Are any of them the same as yesterday? Answers will vary. 

If yes, ask the student to add a tally mark next to the names. 

Copy any new bird names into the column. 
Draw a tally mark next to each name. 

hen  I I

duck  I I

galah I 

swan I 

budgie I 

Encourage the student to work independently to record the bird sightings for each 
day. Give help when required.  

 If the tally gets to 5, the student should record it as . 

Let’s count up the number of times you saw each type of bird. Count the tally 
marks for the first bird and print the number at the end of the line in the second 
column. 
Draw a circle around the number. 
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Count the tally marks for the second bird and print the number at the end of the 
line in the second column. 
Draw a circle around the number. 

Encourage the student to work independently to add the number of the sightings for 
each bird. Give help when required.  

Now you have two records of information about the birds you saw. What does 
your new table tell us? The name of each  type of bird and the number of 
times I saw it. 
What does the bird diary tell you? The name of each bird and the day/s I 
saw it, feathers I found. 

Ask the student to choose two pages from the Bird diary. 

  Help the student photograph or scan the pages and save them into the Set 
folder. 
Store or scan and save the student writing on the lined paper. 

Professor Owl biscuits 
Materials: 
• activity sheets – Professor Owl biscuits 1 and 2
• utensils as listed on Professor Owl biscuits 1

• ingredients as listed on Professor Owl biscuits 1

• oven with timer
• camera.

Professor Owl has been quite helpful in this Set. Now he has a baking activity
for us. Let’s move to the kitchen and find out more about it. 

Move to the baking area with the student and the activity sheets. 
Help the student read the ingredients and utensils lists. 
Ask the student to put each item on the bench. 
Read each step with the student. 
If required, help the student as he/she completes Step 1. 

Why are the flour and cinnamon sifted? Answers will vary, eg to get out the 
lumps, to mix them together, to add air. 

If required, help the student as he/she completes Steps 2 and 3. 
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What does it feel like when you rub the butter into the flour and cinnamon 
mixture? Answers will vary. 

Help the student as he/she completes Steps 4, 5, 6 and 7. 
Read Step with the student.8  

What shape will you make your owls? Answers will vary. 
Will you make them all the same shape or will they be different? Answers will 
vary. 

If required, help the student as he/she completes Steps 8, 9 and 10. 
While the owls are baking, help the student put away the ingredients and wash the 
dishes. 

What do you think will happen to the biscuits when they are in the oven? 
Answers will vary. 
Will they change shape? Answers will vary. 
Will they change size? Answers will vary. 
Will they change colour? Answers will vary. 

If required, help the student as he/she completes Step 11. 

Why do the owls have to cool? Answers will vary, eg so I can touch them to 
put on the sultanas, they are too hot to touch. 

  Take a photograph of the student with the owl biscuits. 
Read Step 12.  
Follow the instructions for the Beaut birds game (next activity) and complete Step 12. 

Store or discard the recipe. 

Beaut birds 
Materials: 
• activity sheet – Beaut birds

• counters or buttons.

Place the materials on the table. 
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How many birds on this sheet? twenty 
Look at the birds and choose one. Don’t tell me the one you have chosen. 
I’ll ask you some questions. You can only answer ‘yes’ or ‘no’. 
Does your bird have a long beak? Answers will vary. 
You said X so I’ll put a counter on all the birds with/without long beaks because 
I know these are not your bird. 

Place the counters according to the answer received. 

Does your bird have its wings open? Answers will vary. 
You said X so I’ll put a counter on all the birds with/without open wings 
because I know these are not your bird. 

Ask a third question and cover the pictures according to the response. 

Is number X your bird? Answers will vary. 

If yes, the student takes a turn at asking questions. If no, ask another question and 
place the counters, then guess at the bird again. 
Continue until the bird has been guessed. 
The student can colour the birds on the game board if he/she wishes. 

Store the game board. Encourage the student to play with others. 

Tutor 
Reflection 
Please complete the Days 6  – 10 Reflection. Write your observations and comments 
about how capably the student worked on the activities.  
Detailed information will provide the teacher with an insight into any strengths or 
weaknesses you have noticed as the student completed the activities each day.  

Set return checklist 
Please complete the Set return checklist provided to ensure you have all the required 
items for Day 10 stored or saved. 

S  tore or scan and save the checklist. 
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